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R.K. Shriramkumar receives Sangita Kalanidhi award

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Hindustani violinist N. Ra-
jam on Thursday advised
students of music to pur-
sue their practice without
interruption, saying it
would keep opening doors
they never expected.

Conferring the Sangita
Kalanidhi award on violi-
nist R.K. Shriramkumar on
the occasion of the Sadas
of the Music Academy in
Chennai, Ms. Rajam, Emer-
itus Professor and former
Dean of the Faculty of Per-
forming Arts at Banaras
Hindu University, said that
even after more than 85
years of rigorous practice
and sadhana, she still felt
like a student.

While presenting the

award, she encouraged the
audience to give a standing
ovation to Mr. Shriramku-
mar, an authority on the
keertanas of Muthuswami
Dikshitar.

“Music is such an un-
fathomable ocean — Car-
natic or Hindustani, north
or south. What we learn in
one lifetime is just a speck
of that ocean. I strongly
feel that all the great musi-
cians we encounter with
prodigious  proficiency
must have been practising
the art for multiple births,”
said Ms. Rajam, recalling
the days when she attend-
ed concerts at the Acade-
my as a child.

She said she would sit in
the last row of the Acade-
my and try to observe and
absorb veteran musicians

t - :
Violinist N. Rajam presenting the Sangita Kalanidhi award to

R.K. Shriramkumar at the Sadas of the Music Academy on Thursday.
N. Murali, President of the Academy, is seen. RAGU R.

rendering complex Ra-
gam-Tanam-Pallavi.

“I would run home im-
mediately after the con-
cert, where my father
would be eagerly waiting. I
would render verbatim the
pallavi line, anulomam

and pratilomam. 1 would
rest only after my father
approved what I had ab-
sorbed,” she recalled.

She also appreciated the
Music Academy’s century-
long service to the cause of
music, as well as the music

R.K. Shriramkumar receives Sangita Kalanidhi award
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e Hindustani violinist N. Rajam on Thursday advised students of music to pursue their practice
W|thout interruption, saying it would keep opening doors they never expected.
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school attached to it.

N. Murali, President of
the Academy, said it was at
Banaras Hindu University
that Ms. Rajam decided to
pursue Hindustani music,
having earlier listened to
recordings of Pt. Omkar-
nath Thakur. Ms. Rajam,
sister of violinist T.N. Krish-
nan, later became a stu-
dent of Pt. Thakur.

“Before her, the violin
was not truly an accompa-
nying instrument in Hin-
dustani music. Moreover,
instrumentalists in that
system played accompany-
ing instruments in a style
distinct from the gayaki
style adopted by Rajam.
She thus played a pioneer-
ing role in introducing the
gayaki style to Hindustani
violin,” Mr. Murali said. He

also appreciated the team-
work of his colleagues,
staff, volunteers and scouts
who contributed to the
music season’s success.

Thavil player T.R. Govin-
darajan and musician
Shyamala Venkateswaran
received the Sangita Kala
Acharya awards.

Kathakali musician Ma-
dambi Subramanian Nam-
boodiri and veena-playing
couple J.T. Jeyaraaj Krish-
nan and Jaysri Jeyaraaj
Krishnan received the TTK
awards.

The Musicologist award
went to Professor C.A.
Sreedhara.

Prizes were given to
winners of various compe-
titions. N. Ramji, secretary
of the Academy, proposed
a vote of thanks.
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Conferring the Sangita Kalanidhi award to violinist R.K. Shriramkumar on the occasion of
the Sadas of the Music Academy in Chennai, Ms. Rajam, Emeritus Professor and former
Dean of the Faculty of Performing Arts at Banaras Hindu University, said that even after
more than 85 years of rigorous practice and sadhana, she still felt like a student.
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While presenting the award, she encouraged the audience to give a standing ovation to Mr.
Shriramkumar, an authority on the keertanas of Muthuswami Dikshitar.
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“Music is such an unfathomable ocean — Carnatic or Hindustani, north or south. What we
learn in one lifetime is just a speck of that ocean. | strongly feel that all the great musicians we
encounter with prodigious proficiency must have been practising the art for multiple births,”
said Ms. Rajam, recalling the days when she attended concerts at the Academy as a child.
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She said she would sit in the last row of the Academy and try to observe and absorb veteran
musicians rendering complex Ragam—-Tanam—Pallavi.
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“I would run home immediately after the concert, where my father would be eagerly waiting. |
would render verbatim the pallavi line, anulomam and pratilomam. | would rest only after my
father approved what | had absorbed,” she recalled.
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She also appreciated the Music Academy’s century-long service to the cause of music, as
well as the music also appreciated the teamwork of his colleagues, staff, volunteers and
scouts who contributed to the music season’s success.
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Thavil player T.R. Govindarajan and musician Shyamala Venkateswaran received the
Sangita Kala Acharya awards.
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Kathakali musician Madambi Subramanian Namboodiri and veena-playing couple J.T.
Jeyaraaj Krishnan and Jaysri Jeyaraaj Krishnan received the TTK awards.
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The Musicologist award went to Professor C.A. Sreedhara.
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Prizes were given to winners of various competitions. N. Ramji, secretary of the Academy,
proposed a vote of thanks.
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school attached to it.
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N. Murali, President of the Academy, said it was at Banaras Hindu University that Ms.
Rajam decided to pursue Hindustani music, having earlier listened to recordings of Pt.
Omkarnath Thakur.
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Ms. Rajam, sister of violinist T.N. Krishnan, later became a student of Pt. Thakur.
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“Before her, the violin was not truly an accompanying instrument in Hindustani music.
Moreover, instrumentalists in that system played accompanying instruments in a style distinct
from the gayaki style adopted by Rajam. She thus played a pioneering role in introducing the
gayaki style to Hindustani violin,” Mr. Murali said. He

3T Ugd fegart difid & arafer arda o T a1e et UT| 39 Seldl, 39 WUl 1 arel
FHAGR W arel BT et et I P e & Fora & ok o 3 9= 39 TSR, I8
Rt arafem § ! et B vRgd B 7 3proft it v, ff greft A wen1 I

also appreciated the teamwork of his colleagues, staff, volunteers and scouts who
contributed to the music season’s success.
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Thavil player T.R. Govindarajan and musician Shyamala Venkateswaran received the
Sangita Kala Acharya awards.
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Kathakali musician Madambi Subramanian Namboodiri and veena-playing couple J.T.
Jeyaraaj Krishnan and Jaysri Jeyaraaj Krishnan received the TTK awards.
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The Musicologist award went to Professor C.A. Sreedhara.
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Prizes were given to winners of various competitions. N. Ramji, secretary of the
Academy, proposed a vote of thanks.

First Vande Bharat sleeper train to
ply between Guwahati and Kolkata

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will flag off the first
Vande Bharat sleeper train
later this month, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Thursday. It will ply
between Guwahati and
Kolkata.

The 16-coach train, with
a capacity of 823 passen-
gers, has a design speed of
upto 180 kmph. It has 11
three-tier and four two-tier
AC coaches, and a first-
class AC coach.

The third-AC fare will be
32,300, second AC %3,000,
and first AC 33,600.

The train boasts ergo-
nomically designed berths
with improved cushioning,
automatic doors, and en-
hanced ride comfort with
superior suspension and
noise reduction. Safety
measures include Kavach,
an indigenously deve-

Ready to roll: The sleeper rake of a Vande Bharat Express at the

Integral Coach Factory in Chennai. FILE PHOTO

The 16-coach train
with a capacity of
823 passengers. has
a design speed of
upto 180 kmph

loped, high-tech automatic
train protection system de-
signed to prevent colli-
sion, advanced controls,
and safety systems inside
the driver’s cabin. There
will be CCTV cameras on

all coaches, and specially
designed seats for passen-
gers with disabilities, he
said.

The districts that will
benefit from this service in-
clude Kamrup Metropoli-
tan and Bongaigaon in As-
sam and Coochbehar,
Jalpaiguri, Maldah, Murshi-
dabad, Purba Bardhaman,
Hooghly, and Howrah in
West Bengal.

Assamese cuisine will be

served aboard when the
train originates from Gu-
wahati and Bengali cuisine
on its return journey.

Bullet train
The Minister also an-
nounced that the country’s
first bullet train would be
ready in August 2027, and
the route would be opened
in a phased manner. The
first section to open will be
from Surat to Bilimora, fol-
lowed by Vapi to Surat, Va-
pi to Ahmedabad, Thane to
Ahmedabad, and finally
Mumbai to Ahmedabad.
The 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed
rail corridor has been stea-
dily progressing, with sig-
nificant work completed
on viaducts, bridges, tun-
nels, and stations. The cor-
ridor will see speeds of up
to 320 kmph and is set to
reduce travel time bet-
ween Mumbai and Ahme-
dabad to two hours.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

First Vande Bharat sleeper train to ply between Guwahati and Kolkata
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off the first Vande Bharat sleeper train later this
month, Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said on Thursday.

¥ wY Sy dWrE 7 AR P et i g g W 39 7eA & oid H ugelt 98 URd
wiwR 37 31 5 3! e

It will ply between Guwahati and Kolkata.

Ig TATETEY 3R HIAPIar & did gar |

The 16-coach train, with a capacity of 823 passengers, has a design speed of upto 180
kmph.

16 P} aTell 3 S B &FdT 823 TIFAGT Bt 8 3R U@ fEwg 7ifa 180 fHet ufer et @ 31
It has 11 three-tier and four two-tier AC coaches, and a first-class AC coach.

=97 11 M-, IR gfewr wift #lg, ok 1o B T it FHa B

The third-AC fare will be ¥2,300, second AC %3,000, and first AC ¥3,600.

JE Tt BT BT 22,300, AFHs TIT 23,000, 3R B TH 23,600 1T

The train boasts ergonomically designed berths with improved cushioning, automatic doors,
and enhanced ride comfort with superior suspension and noise reduction.

S H IR PRI & 1Y WD FU 3 feurs fou 11 9, warferd gy, Sk 3
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Safety measures include Kavach, an indigenously developed, high-tech automatic train
protection system designed to prevent collision, advanced controls, and safety systems
inside the driver’s cabin.
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There will be CCTV cameras on all coaches, and specially designed seats for passengers
with disabilities, he said.

I Fel [ Gt Bl & WAttt w31 iR fyaminn arfral & for fadly &0 3 fewmsa &1
TS ie g

The districts that will benefit from this service include Kamrup Metropolitan and
Bongaigaon in Assam and Coochbehar, Jalpaiguri, Maldah, Murshidabad, Purba
Bardhaman, Hooghly, and Howrah in West Bengal.

3T Ja1 ¥ AIfad g ard ol § ST & BTHRST AetulferesT 3R SITmsand, qur ufd
T & FAAER, TAURS!, Arerer, gRigrare, gd adwm, gl sk grasT i@ &

Assamese cuisine will be served aboard when the train originates from Guwahati and
Bengali cuisine on its return journey.

S o T@TeTeY F XarT gt o IuH Sraftrar e, 3R aroRdt g o SEmelt s Wi
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Bullet train

ge o

The Minister also announced that the country’s first bullet train would be ready in August
2027, and the route would be opened in a phased manner.
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o The first section to open will be from Surat to Bilimora, followed by Vapi to Surat, Vapi to
Ahmedabad, Thane to Ahmedabad, and finally Mumbai to Ahmedabad.
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e The 508-km Mumbai—Ahmedabad high-speed rail corridor has been steadily progressing,
with significant work completed on viaducts, bridges, tunnels, and stations.
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e The corridor will see speeds of up to 320 kmph and is set to reduce travel time between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad to two hours.

T HINSR W ¢ Bt Ty 320 faeft ufey wet d grft oik 75 gas SR srgwermare & o9 am
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GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED | 02 January 2026

1. | Arunachal welcomes first sunrise with ‘Dance of Dawn’
BT A SN TP ST & 1Y Ugd! GUigd &1 W[ITd foaan

Pop goes Pappanji

An effigy of Pappaniji is
burnt at the Parade
Ground in Fort Kochi, as
part of an annual tradition,
to usher in the New Year.
Thousands from across
the globe converged to
witness the iconic event on
Wednesday

night.

An effigy of Pappanji is burnt at the Parade Ground in Fort Kochi, as part of an annual tradition, to usher
in the New Year. Thousands from across the globe converged to witness the iconic event on Wednesday
night. THULASI KAKKAT
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Arunachal welpomes first sunrise with ‘Dance of Dawn’
SV A S 3ITH ST & ATY Ugd! GaIed T WHTd
fear

. Dong, India’s easternmost village in Anjaw district of Arunachal
Pradesh, welcomed the first sunrise of 2026 on Thursday with “Alo
Prabhat: Dance of the Dawn”, a performance drawn from the cultural traits
of indigenous Meteor and Mishmi communities.

paLlinil . S, SreuTTad USRI & Sl forat # fRYq YR &1 Gad gdf M9, 3 AR 3
sunrise with ‘Dance of Dawn' 2026 & uzat watea &1 @NT @ WHTd: S 3w g SF & W1 fpar, S
Dong, India’s easternmost village in Anjaw Wl AAR SR fred m!ﬁ Edl m faRIvars @ ofvd ue W il

district of Arunachal Pradesh, welcomed the first o The performance was part of the Sunrise Festival organised by the

sunrise of 2026 on Thursday with “Alo Prabhat: gy te0s Tourism Department at Dong, the first human habitation to receive
Dance of the Dawn”, a performance drawn from

the cultural traits of indigenous Meyor and the first rays of the sun in India.

Mishmi communities. The performance was part g URgfd ST # X9 & Yde fAURT gRT SIS §-RTSW Wivead o1 g
Of (ERIEREMISNIN organtsec by the State's off, St HRd H YRl 1 Ugel! fhol UTe e arelt gt Wi SaT g |

Tourism Department at Dong, the first human ] .
habitation to receive the first rays of the sun in L The festival began on December 29 and concluded on Friday.

India. The festival began on December 29 and g q@?\qa 29 ﬁqaq Al = g3l GhT [shdR H AT aﬁT %I

concludes on Friday. Organisers said ‘Dance of . _ ) e .
S — anarﬁzﬁc narrative presented . Organisers said ‘Dance of the Dawn’ is an artistic narrative

through chants, songs, and indigenous rhythms. ~ presented through chants, songs, and indigenous rhythms.

Arunachal welcomes first

GS Paper 1: Society
TOPICS COVERED | 02 January 2026

1. | What transgender men face when they access healthcare

TSR T3l $I T JTHAT H1 USdl & 9 9 WA Jarsi a& Ugdd &
2. | Mob rule
s &1 IRA
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What transgender men face when
they access healthcare

system for trans men and gender-diverse

le remains constrained by limited research. poor u

model of care,

y experts; from judgmental stares and misgendering to the outright denial of care based on their identity, the barriers are many

Meenakshy S.

hree years ago, when Manohar,

a transgender man, visited a

tertiary government hospital in

southern Tamil Nadu seeking
gender-affirming care, he was met not
with support, but with judgment. “I had
not come out to my family at that point, so
1'had to go to the hospital wearing a
churidar. I had long hair too. The doctors
refused to treat me. They told me, ‘If you
are a trans man, why are you dre:
awoman?'"he alleges.

Mr. Manohar, now 28, had to seek a
certificate of “recognition” from the
District Magistrate, in line with the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Act, 2019, after which the doctors agreed
to treat him.

Accessing heallhcare is still a Herculean
k for and diverse

from doctors at the government hospital.
However, with the introduction of the
Chief Minister's Comprehensive Health
Insurance Scheme in T.N., accessing free
hormones now requires a two-day
hospital admission. “As | come from a
conservative family, I cannot get admitted
to hospital without raising concerns. So 1
get the prescriptions and buy the
hormones elsewhere,” he says. This is the
case with many other trans men too.

While hormones are generally
prescribed in doses of 100 mg, 250 mg, or
1,000 mg, there is no strict guideline
linking dosage to body weight, according
to trans persons. Mr. Hafiz says, often, the
available stock determines what is given.
“Some trans men may seek higher doses.
to achieve desired masculinisation, such
as increased beard growth, because
proper guidance is not provided.

tas|
people, even in Tamil Nadu, a State
for its.

welfare policies. From judgmental stares
and misgendering to the outright denial of
care based on their identity, the barriers
are many. Although trans women, too,
face serious challenges, the experiences of
trans men and gender-diverse people who
were assigned female at birth (AFAB) —
including non-binary people — reveal a
different set of hurdles, say activists and
transgender health experts.

They say the healthcare system for such

are readily available in the
market and online, and there is little
oversight from medical professionals on
dosage”

Mr. Hafiz adds: “These are steroids, and
without careful monitoring, they can lead
to serious long-term side effects, including
kidney problems, heart attack, stroke, .md
diabetes. For indivi with

e

Medical ionals often do not

that some medical professionals also view
trans men through a patriarchal,
heteronormative, and

know whether trans men undergoing
hormone therapy can safely receive
vaccinations, for instance. They simply
do not have the information because it
has not been studied or taught

GOPI SHANKAR MADURAI
intersex activist

trans-affirming, causes many to
self-medicate.

Gatekeeping, unethical practices
According to intersex activist Gopi
Shankar Madurai, the fundamental issue is
that medical professionals do not provide
affirmative care; they treat gender
incongruence as a disorder. “There is
always this question of whether you are
trans enough. Not everyone can come out
to their families, and doing so might be
harmful for them but this is not something
that is widely understood.”

Dr. Sharma says that care providers also
tend to gaxekecp care. “Only after a
gives you a diagnosis of

health conditions, hormone therapy may
also have immunosuppressive effects, yet
xhls n rarely addressed by doctors.”

nan points out that in the
prnvate sector, the un.mnlabuhly of

remains by limited
research, poor understanding of their
identities, and a one-size-fits-all model of
care.

Gaps in medical understanding

Fred Rogers, transgender rights activist
and director of the Urimai Kural Trust, a
trans rights organisation based in
Chennai, says that even accessing general
healthcare — such as treatment for a fever
or cold - often feels impossible for
transmasculine people.“Many healthcare
professionals are not even aware of these
identities to begin with. People in the
community are forced to rely on a small
network of recommended doctors:
doctors who will treat us with dignity, who
will not judge us, misgender us, or use our
deadname.”

L. Ramakrishnan, a public health
professional and vice-president of
SAATHII, a Chennai-based NGO, explains
that the trans movement in India was led
by trans women, and they have
historically and culturally been more
visible. “This, therefore, has shaped our
view on gender incongruence, and there is
alack of understanding of who trans men
and AFAB individuals are, even among
healthcare professionals.”

Air Commodore Sanjay Sharma (retd.),
who heads the Association for
Transgender Health of India (ATHD), says
that for transmasculine people, primary
care is generally given by gynaecologists,
but since specialists delivering these
services are usually trained to see gender
in a binary fashion, patients often
experience ridicule or hostility.

Unsupervised hormonal therapy
For trans men, gender-affirming care may
include hormone replacement therapy
(HRT), in which testosterone is
administered to induce masculinisation
and suppress female secondary sex
characteristics. There is however, a
two-fold problem with hormones:
inadequate information given by medical
professionals many of whom are also not
fully aware of the effects of the hormones,
and self-medication by patients.

Hafiz, a 29-year-old trans man who has
been on HRT for over two years, says he
used to receive his testosterone injections

affordable who are also

ILLUSTRATION: SAAI

gender dysphoria can you receive other
care. Care, however, should not depend
upon whether you have dysphoria or not;
it should depend upon whether you are
gender incongruent or not.”

Dr. Ramakrishnan further points out

il Jeis b £
their sex assigned at birth. “There have
been instances of surgeons refusing
hysterectomies for trans men who have
not birthed children,” he notes. He also

that certain unethical and
unscientific practices continue, such as
vaginal examination or asking patients to
expose their chests, even when they have
clearly stated that they have not
undergone top surgery.

What needs to change

One of the key issues, says Gopi Shankar
Madurai, is the lack of research on
gender-affirming care. “Medical
professionals often do not know whether
trans men undergoing hormone therapy
can safely receive vaccinations for
instance. They simply do not have the
information because it has not been
studied or taught,” they explain. Dr.
Sharma notes that while there has been

THE GIST

-

Accessing healthcare s still a
Herculean task for transgender
and gender-diverse people,
even in Tamil Nadu, a State
celebrated for its progressive
transgender welfare policies

-

Many healthcare professionals
are not even aware of these
identities to begin with. People
in the community are forced to
rely on a small network of
recommended doctors: doctors
who will treat them with
dignity, who will not judge
them, misgender them, or use
their deadname, say experts
-

They callfor a structured
training of medical
professionals and the

progress in

healthcare research, it has nearly all protocols, which have been

happened in the West. peer-reviewed and are
The training of care providers poses evidence-based

another massive barrier. “There is an
effort by the government to make space
for gender-affirming care. But care
providers, even if they are well-meaning
and sympathetic, are not completely
trained,” Dr. Sharma notes. He calls for a
structured training of medical
professionals and the application of
standardised protocols, which have
been peer-reviewed and are
evidence-based. He also highlights
the importance of a
community-based cadre: people who
have lived experiences to be brought
into the government’s healthcare

delivery system.
B Certain contentious
practices, such as to do
with clothes, have been
discarded by the government
at the gender clinics now,
says M. . who
previously headed the gender
clinic at Rajiv Gandhi
Government General
Hospital,
Chennai.
Moreover, “this
is an evolving
discipline, so
medical practices will
also evolve
accordingly,” he notes.
The Tamil Nadu
government, he adds,
conducts periodic gender
sensitisation training, with the
help of NGOs,
for not just doctors specialising in
gender care, but also for medical
practitioners across hospitals.

Mr. Rogers and others, in 2024,
filed a petition in the
Madras High Court seeking
better healthcare protocols

for trans
individuals.

‘The court,
hearing the
petition recently,
has allowed the
petitioner to file a
rejoinder affidavit

suggesting
improvements to the
government’s existing SOPs
with respect to medical and surgical
care for transpersons.
(meenakshy.s@thehindu.co.in)

slight, slow progress

transgender men face when they access healthcare
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e The healthcare system for trans men and gender-diverse people remains constrained by
limited research, poor understanding of their identities, and a one-size-fits-all model of

care, say experts
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They told me, ‘If you are a trans man, why are you dressed like a woman?’ he alleges
IE T3 BT, ‘97K IH T YO g, a AfeeT @ a¥E $UL Rl U 87 T ST SR
Mr. Manohar, now 28, had to seek a certificate of “recognition” from the District Magistrate,
in line with the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, after which the
doctors agreed to treat him

28 99 & g1 g Mt AR &1 foran aforee ¥ “U=gar &1 YHI0YE A1 OST, o giasie] e
(TP R BT 3T AFUFTIH, 2019 F ST YT, THD J1G 1 SideR ST o (oY TgHd gU
Accessing healthcare is still a Herculean task for transgender and gender-diverse people,
even in Tamil Nadu, a State celebrated for its progressive transgender welfare policies
W@m@ﬁwu@&nﬁrlﬁgﬁﬁw Sex-sTgad @l & ol Ud wfe+ w1 91 g3
g, Tgi % o aftrarg o Ioa | off, S wofoxfter eciasiex weamor ifaa 3 forg S S

From judgmental stares and misgendering to the outright denial of care based on their
identity, the barriers are many

ToRY 3R TTAd X ST J AP UM & 3HTYR W ST I SAPR P,
TIUTT 3 &
Although trans women, too, face serious challenges, the experiences of trans men and
gender-diverse people who were assigned female at birth (AFAB) including non-binary
people reveal a different set of hurdles, say activists and transgender health experts
Fred Rogers, transgender rights activist and director of the Urimai Kural Trust, a trans rights
organisation based in Chennai, says that even accessing general healthcare such as
treatment for a fever or cold often feels impossible for transmasculine people
Unsupervised hormonal therapy

For trans men, gender-affirming care may include hormone replacement therapy (HRT),
in which testosterone is administered to induce masculinisation and suppress female
secondary sex characteristics

T Nl & fore Sew-srmffr R o grie Rade dR¥dt (HRT) e 8 Tt 7, o
WA fear ofran 8 arfes wefit fawRid 8) ok afen fgdiae dfre favant g o
T

There is however, a two-fold problem with hormones

BTeifes, THI & JS! TP qles! HodT &

Inadequate information given by medical professionals many of whom are also not fully
aware of the effects of the hormones

R IRiaRT gR1 1 TR Srvai SRy, o 9 &% Wd g & YUTal & R § 1 e
SN 61 gid

Self-medication by patients

e gR1 @-fafe

Hafiz, a 29-year-old trans man who has been on HRT for over two years, says he used to
receive his testosterone injections from doctors at the government hospital

g, U 29 9l oi 7o, ot &) aul & 3% T I HRT R §, Fed ¢ [P 3¢ ugdl
BRI AT | SIae] ¥ e Re ForaRr fied &

However, with the introduction of the Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Health Insurance
Scheme in T N, accessing free hormones now requires a two-day hospital admission
i, aftrerTg ¥ qErE Tuy wred a1 G A e 3 SIe, 3 GO gTar U
A & forg Y a1 1 3rewara & el g1 anmawas §

As | come from a conservative family, | cannot get admitted to hospital without raising
concerns

These are steroids, and without careful monitoring, they can lead to serious long-term
side effects, including kidney problems, heart attack, stroke, and diabetes

A RRVgE 2, IR R ArauTigd® PR & 3 7R drdwiie gwrua dar 7 95 2,
o0 fors=it &Y guwmg, 31¢ 8rew, Wi, 3R STafads e §
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For individuals with underlying health conditions, hormone therapy may also have
immunosuppressive effects, yet this is rarely addressed by doctors

o fdadl &1 ugd ¥ wared Tt gan €, 37 fore gmH Rt & gfaren-guaend
uHTg ff 81 Tobd &, Al 34 ST’ gIRT WS gl Jafd forar siran @

Mr Ramakrishnan points out that in the private sector, the unavailability of affordable
endocrinologists, who are also trans-affirming, causes many to self-medicate

THAFWH A1 § & el 87 A frwrad teifraiine ot o, S gra-orm i off g, &3
AT o1 T -FafereaT & forg AoTeR Rt ®

Gatekeeping, unethical practices

| 3fAfa® yuTd

According to intersex activist Gopi Shankar Madurai, the fundamental issue is that
medical professionals do not provide affirmative care they treat gender incongruence as
a disorder

There have been instances of surgeons refusing hysterectomies for trans men who have
not birthed children

T TGN WHA 3T § STgT WolAl = 3 ¢ gosi & oy fRedyae il | 399K fhar 8 freia
ol B o T faar @

He also highlights that certain unethical and unscientific practices continue, such as
vaginal examination or asking patients to expose their chests, even when they have
clearly stated that they have not undergone top surgery

The Tamil Nadu government he adds conducts periodic gender sensitisation training
with the hglp of NGOs ] ]
3 osd € for afirerTg TReR Tashel &t fee ¥ fFafta Sev ARrerseize ufkiemor w8

For not just doctors specialising in gender care, but also for medical practitioners across
hospitals

g 7 Hhad WX $AY | (AR Sidex] & e afcs it sregarant & fafeeret o fow o gian
Mr Rogers and others in 2024 filed a petition in the Madras High Court seeking better
healthcare protocols for trans individuals

oft Aot SR 3= AN A 2024 T U ST <TG H ¢iNT SAfaIdl & o) dgeaR Wared
WEIPpid DI TR HXd gY TRIDT SRR B

The court hearing the petition recently has allowed the petitioner to file a rejoinder affidavit
suggesting improvements to the government’s existing SOPs with respect to medical and
surgical care for transpersons

BT &1 H T &1 YaTs Hd gU SfaIad A dTfdbTad! &l Jaeiaral gaW-THT SIRId B B
3fgAfa <t B Forad o safaaal & forg fafraiia oik <rea fafren T@vma @ Jefid WwaR
D! Aclel TS & JUR I 1 T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

The bogey of infiltration is resulting in
hate crimes across India
l n the closing weeks of 2025, a series of vio-

lent incidents across India exposed a dis-

turbing pattern of mob violence directed at
migrants who were labelled foreigners — Bangla-
deshis and Chinese — by their attackers. In these
cases, the three victims were Indian citizens from
various parts of the country. Suspicion based on
language, region, appearance or presumed na-
tionality is escalating into mob violence in diffe-
rent regions. This is extremely worrying and the
police must act strictly. The political leadership
in States and the Centre must make it clear that
such violence is unacceptable. In Palakkad dis-
trict, Kerala, Ram Narayan Baghel, a 31-year-old
migrant worker from Chhattisgarh was lynched
by a mob on December 17. Baghel was accused of
theft and repeatedly questioned about his identi-
ty, with his attackers allegedly asking him wheth-
er he was “Bangladeshi” before beating him to
death. Kerala is heavily dependent on migrant la-
bour, and prides itself on its high levels of educa-
tion and law and order. The lynching is a blot on
its reputation. On December 24, in Sambalpur in
QOdisha, a young migrant worker from West Ben-
gal was beaten to death by a mob that accused
him of being a “Bangladeshi”. Juel Sheikh, a daily
wage labourer, was confronted at a tea stall by
unidentified persons who demanded his identity
documents and accused him of being an illegal
Bangladeshi immigrant. Two days later, in anoth-
er incident from Odisha, a Bengali-speaking
street vendor from West Bengal was assaulted.

In Tamil Nadu, a man from Odisha was at-
tacked while travelling on a train, in Tiruvallur
district, by juveniles armed with machetes and
sickles. The assault was filmed and circulated on
social media. In Dehradun, on December 28, An-
jel Chakma, a 22-year-old student from Tripura,
was stabbed by a group that had allegedly hurled
racial slurs at him and his brother. He died in hos-
pital later. People from the northeastern States
are often treated as perpetual outsiders in other
parts of India; Chakma was called “Chinese” by
his attackers. These are not isolated incidents:
they occur amid numerous other cases of mob in-
timidation, sometimes targeting worshippers of
minority communities, at other times, even
young students celebrating a friend’s birthday.
The police in the States have responded to these
horrible crimes by making some arrests, but that
is not sufficient. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has turned its incendiary campaign against “ille-
gal infiltration” from Bangladesh as a central
plank in the forthcoming Assembly elections in
Assam and West Bengal. It is no coincidence that
mobs across the country feel emboldened to
raise this bogey at random against helpless peo-
ple. The BJP should realise the dangers of its cam-
paign and restrain itself.

iraTe =i yardt gdr

Mob rule
WS &1 2

e The bogey of infiltration is resulting in hate crimes across
India

YU BT HT X UIRA & YUIT 3URTT BT HRUT §9 381 §

¢ In the closing weeks of 2025, a series of violent incidents
across India exposed a disturbing pattern of mob violence
directed at migrants who were labelled foreigners
Bangladeshis and Chinese by their attackers

¢ Suspicion based on language, region, appearance or
presumed nationality is escalating into mob violence in
different regions

HTYT, &7, fa@rae a1 SrgATfa Igadr & SMyR W g Sfer

3rer &t H offs e A sgaver @
e This is extremely worryl and the police must act strictly
g fRufcr srcda gfer e & 9t |

P! A1

¢ The political leadership in States and the Centre must
make it clear that such violence is unacceptable

I 3R I B ISP Aged BT Y BT AT o Tt
& srdierd ©

¢ In Palakkad district, Kerala, Ram Narayan Baghel, a 31-
year-old migrant worker from Chhattisgarh was lynched by
a mob on December 17

PIIA & YATDS fod I, SUITE 9 MY 31 aufg yarht Aergr
M ARV 99 D1 17 e o1 it A die deww ar s1en

e Baghel was accused of theft and repeatedly questioned
about his identity, with his attackers allegedly asking him
whether he was Bangladeshi before beating him to death

TUA W TR BT RIT T 77 3R I8 IR IR 391 Ugd=
& IR H BT 1, HiYd dR W gHamaR! 7 3¢ AR J Ugd YT
% a1 9 SivaTesh §

e Kerala is heavily dependent on migrant labour, and prides
itself on its high levels of education and law and order

HA AR 9 W H1B! 5g ao MR 7 SR 0=t 3= R
TYT BT AT TR T4 Bl §

¢ The lynching is a blot on its reputation

T feifer St ufagT R vt ©

e On December 24, in Sambalpur in Odisha, a young
migrant worker from West Bengal was beaten to death by a
mob that accused him of being a Bangladeshi

24 feaR 31, SifEzn & JgayR &, uf¥w e & te gar
TARIt AoigR 1 Ui A die diedx AR STeT, I8 $RIY 1d §U
for o aivema=ht B

¢ Juel Sheikh, a daily wage labourer, was confronted at a
tea stall by unidentified persons who demanded his identity
documents and accused him of being an illegal Bangladeshi
immigrant

U @, Us fegrst

,aﬁwmaﬁgﬂwm
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TgIE U7 A1 3R I 3ae

e Two days later, in another incident from Odisha, a Bengali-speaking street vendor from

West Bengal was assaulted
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district, by juvenlles armed with machetes and sickles
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e The assault was filmed and circulated on social media
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In Dehradun, on December 28, Anjel Chakma, a 22-year-old student from Tripura, was
stabbed by a group that had allegedly hurled racial slurs at him and his brother

mar

In Tamil Nadu, a man from Odisha was attacked while travelling on a train, in Tiruvallur
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Ukrainian drone strike in Kherson kills 24, wounds at least 50: Russia
4GS I. Ceography: Mapping |

Associated Press
KYIV

Russian officials on Thurs-
day said a Ukrainian drone
strike killed 24 people and
wounded at least 50 as
they celebrated the New
Year in a Russian-held vil-
lage in Ukraine’s Kherson
region, as tensions bet-
ween the two nations con-
tinue to spike despite di-
plomats hailing productive
peace talks.

Three drones struck a
cafe and hotel in the resort
town of Khorly on the
Black Sea coast, the re-
gion’s  Moscow-installed
leader, Vladimir Saldo,
said in a statement on Tele-
gram. He said that one of
the drones carried an in-
cendiary mixture, sparking
ablaze.

Ukrainian officials did
not immediately comment
on the claim of a strike.

The attack could not be in-
dependently verified by
The Associated Press.

The attack was con-
demned by a number of
Russian officials. Valentina
Matviyenko, the chair of
Russia’s Upper House of
Parliament, the Federation
Council, said that the strike
“strengthened” Russia’s re-
solve to quickly achieve its
goals in its almost four-year
invasion of Ukraine.

The strike “once again
demonstrates the validity
of our initial demands,”
Ms. Matviyenko said.

The statement follows
claims from Moscow that
Ukraine launched a long-
range drone attack against
one of Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s official re-
sidences in northwestern
Russia on Tuesday. Kyiv
has denounced the claims
asa “lie”.

Russia’s Ministry of De-

War wreckage: The damaged hotel after the drone attack on
Thursday in a Russian-held village in Ukraine’s Kherson. AFp

fence said Thursday that its
specialists had accessed
the navigation system in
one of the drones it
claimed was used in the at-
tack and used its data to
confirm that Mr. Putin’s re-
sidence was the drone’s fi-
nal destination.

The claim could not be
verified as the Ministry did
not share evidence on the
findings, but officials said it

would transfer the data to
U.S. officials “through esta-
blished channels.”

0On Wednesday, Russia’s
Defense Ministry also re-
leased a video on Wednes-
day of a downed drone it
said was involved in the
attack.

The nighttime clip
showed a man in camou-
flage, a helmet and a Kevlar
vest standing near a dam-

aged drone lying in snow.
The man, his face covered,
talks about the drone.
Neither the man nor the
Defense Ministry provided
any location or date and
neither the video nor its
claims could be indepen-
dently verified.

Kyiv has called the alle-
gations of an attack on Mr.
Putin’s residence a ruse to
derail ongoing peace nego-
tiations, ~ which  have
ramped up in recent weeks
on both sides of the
Atlantic.

In his New Year's ad-
dress, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
that a peace deal was “90%
ready” but warned that the
remaining 10%, believed to
include key sticking points
such as territory, would
“determine the fate of
peace, the fate of Ukraine
and Europe, how people
will live”.

U.S. President Donald
Trump's special envoy
Steve Witkoff said on Wed-
nesday that he, Secretary
of State Marco Rubio and
Mr. Trump’s son-in-law
and adviser Jared Kushner
had a “productive call”
with the national security
advisers of Britain, France,
Germany and Ukraine.

“We focused on how to
move the discussions for-
ward in a practical way on
behalf of [Trump’s] peace
process, including streng-
thening security guaran-
tees and developing effec-
tive deconfliction
mechanisms to help end
the war and ensure it does
not restart,” Mr. Witkoff
said in a post on X.

Lead Ukrainian negotia-
tor Rustem Umerov reaf-
firmed that European and
Ukrainian officials plan to
meet on Saturday, while
Mr. Zelenskyy is due to

hold talks next week with
European leaders.

Elsewhere in Ukraine,
Russia attacked the Odesa
region overnight, targeting
civilian infrastructure in
several waves of drone at-
tacks, according to regional
head Oleh Kiper.

In a post on Telegram,
Kiper said a two-story resi-
dential building was dam-
aged and that a drone hit
an apartment on the 17th
floor of a high-rise building
without detonating. There
were no casualties report-
ed. In its daily report, Uk-
raine’s air force said air de-
fence forces had downed
or suppressed 176 of 205
drones targeting the coun-
try overnight. It said hits by
24 strike drones were re-
corded at 15 locations and
the attack was still ongoing.

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 14

Ukrainian drone strike in Kherson Kkills 24, wounds at least 50: Russia
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o Russian officials on Thursday said a Ukrainian drone strike killed 24 people and wounded
at least 50 as they celebrated the New Year in a Russian-held village in Ukraine’s Kherson
region, as tensions between the two nations continue to spike despite diplomats hailing
productive peace talks.
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Bulgaria adopts the euro, nearly 20
years after joining European Union

SOFIA

Bulgaria on Thursday be-
came the 2Ist country to
switch to the euro, a miles-
tone met with both cheers
and fears, nearly 20 years
after the Balkan nation
joined the European
Union.

At midnight, Bulgaria
gave up the lev, in use since
the late 19th century, and
Bulgarian euro coins were
projected onto the central
bank’s building.

“I warmly welcome Bul-
garia to the euro family,”
said Christine Lagarde,
president of the European
Central Bank, calling the
euro a “powerful symbol”
of “shared values and col-
lective strength”.

‘Final step’: A person holds change in euros as customers shop in
Fantastico store in Sofia, Bulgaria, on Thursday. REUTERS

“Great! It works!” ex:
claimed Dimitar, a 43-year-
old man after withdrawing
100 euros from an auto-
mated teller machine
shortly after midnight.

Successive governments
in the country of 6.4 mil-
lion people have advocat-

ed joining the euro, hoping
that it will boost the econo-
my of the European Un-
ion’s poorest member,
reinforce ties to the West
and protect against Rus-
sia’s influence.

But Bulgarians have
long been divided over the

switch, with many worry-
ing the introduction could
usher in higher prices and
add to the political instabil-
ity rattling the country.

In a speech broadcast
shortly before midnight,
President Rumen Radev
hailed it as the “final step”
in Bulgaria’s EU integra-
tion, as thousands of peo-
ple braved sub-zero tem-
peratures in Sofia to
celebrate the New Year.

Mr. Radev however
voiced regret that Bulgar-
ians had not been consult-
ed by referendum on the
adoption.

European Commission
president Ursula von der
Leyen said that Bulgaria’s
move into the eurozone
marked “an important mil-
estone” for Bulgarians.

Bulgaria adopts the euro, nearly 20 years after joining European Union

WIUTg 99 |  qTTfRre 21 & SINAT 20 T ATE

&I UATIT

Bulgaria on Thursday became the 21st country to switch to the euro, a milestone met with
both cheers and fears, nearly 20 years after the Balkan nation joined the European Union.

AR B AT GRY U aTell 2191 37 &+ 71, I SUdied GG W9 T [ g9 &
TTHT 20 AT 91 RN 3R MRIBISM ST o 1 JEA 31|

At midnight, Bulgaria gave up the lev, in use since the late 19th century, and Bulgarian
euro coins were projected onto the central bank’s building.
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o ‘| warmly welcome Bulgaria to the euro family,” said Christine Lagarde, president of the
European Central Bank, calling the euro a “powerful symbol” of “shared values and
collective strength”.
<7 gemeaT &1 gRY ufvarR & THRN ¥ [T $Rdl g, RV Aed s B s fpedia
TS A F7T, 3R T B! AT Geul 3R A fwr &1 “ifqa=medt wefte” garn

e “Great! It works!” exclaimed Dimitar, a 43-year-old man after withdrawing 100 euros from
an automated teller machine shortly after midnight.

“Sgd ST g HTH T 8! 43 qufy aufda fRftrar 3 endh 79 & RXa e Tdea J 100
TR BT & 91G HgT|

e Successive governments in the country of 6.4 million people have advocated joining the
euro, hoping that it will boost the economy of the European Union’s poorest member,
reinforce ties to the West and protect against Russia’s influence.

64 ARI TS AT 3 o= H AR BRI A TR J M g &1 qad= fhan g, Iwiie 8 fh
Y QR 9 & T TR Te B SHSTTRIT o1 IaTal e, uf¥a & Iy & Aoed
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o But Bulgarians have long been divided over the switch, with many worrying the introduction
could usher in higher prices and add to the political instability rattling the country.
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¢ In a speech broadcast shortly before midnight, President Rumen Radev hailed it as the “final
step” in Bulgaria’s EU integration, as thousands of people braved sub-zero temperatures
in Sofia to celebrate the New Year.
3M1eft 1 Y Sl Ugel TG HIW0T H APUTT $AA I14d 1 9 JENNAT & 5 TPHIdpRon H “sifaw
FeH’ AT, 59 AT § TR AN 19 98 79 & o) T o - arg|= § 8¢ 361

e Mr. Radev however voiced regret that Bulgarians had not been consulted by referendum on
the adoption.
gIclifes 4 IMST A U 91 W Ve o [T fob T8 UM R eniargdl § F98d T8 &
ey § Rl Ta foear man)

o European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen said that Bulgaria’s move into the
eurozone marked “an important milestone” for Bulgarians.

TR TINT B Sie IHT ai SX AT A HeT b RIH & ETRAT BT Fa geniarsal
& for “ue gcayef fia &1 1R’ 31

GS Paper II: Governance,

TOPICS COVERED
02 January 2026

1. | Mandating student presence, erasing learning

B B IJufRUf sifrard &=, dRa= &t ufsear & frern

2. | The water divide
CGACKITE!

3. | From encroachment to legal ownership

SfAHHT | BT WIfa %

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 14



Patl

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Mandating student presence, erasing learning

he Delhi High Court’s affirmation that
law students may sit for examinations
without satisfying rigid attendance
thresholds has provoked predictable
anxiety among administrators still tethered to an
older, bureaucratised conception of education.
But the ruling, far from eroding academic
seriousness, restores a truth that Indian
universities have resisted for decades, a truth that
learning cannot be secured through surveillance.
Compulsory attendance belongs to a paternalistic
era that believed that students must be prodded
into intellectual life rather than invited into it. A
university worthy of its name should cultivate
curiosity, not compliance.
The ot ion with a student’s p e
1say this not only as a critic of the managerial
culture that has consumed our campuses, but as
someone who has spent more than 40 years in
the classroom. In all those years, I rarely took
attendance and almost never prevented a student
from taking an examination. I believed, and still
believe, that coercion produces neither
seriousness nor scholarship. If students do not
wish to attend a class, the proper response is not
punishment but introspection. A teacher must
ask the harder question: what did I fail to offer
that could have made this hour indispensable to
them? Attendance is not a measure of learning; at
best it is a measure of obedience.

The obsession with physical presence,
understandably, flourishes where the classroom
has been reduced to the perfunctory transfer of
“yellowing” notes, the rote delivery of
prefabricated knowledge that students could
obtain faster and more efficiently through digital
means. The ruling disrupts this apathy. It forces
institutions of law to confront a truth long
evaded, that a classroom that enforces
attendance is already pedagogically bankrupt.
This ruling of the High Court, I hope, will go a
long way in changing the attendance norms
across the country in all universities of higher
learning.

Paulo Freire saw this with a clarity that
remains electrifying. For him, education was
never the mechanical depositing of information
but a dialogic encounter, an awakening of
consciousness through questioning, debate, and
the shared labour of inquiry. In his Pedagogy of
the Oppressed, a seminal classic, students are not
passive vessels receiving knowledge but beings
who “name the world” and interpret through
thought, and critical imagination.

For instance, my strongest classrooms have
always been those born not of obligation but of
desire. I remember speaking with Sir Isaiah
Berlin, the renowned historian of ideas, over
lunch in Oxford many years ago, and he
confessed, with characteristic generosity, how
rigorously he prepared his notes, outlines,
marginalia, a meticulously constructed road map
of ideas, jokes, narrative turns, and emotional
crescendos. His lectures captivated not by
accident but because they were acts of
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craftsmanship. Students came not out of duty but
anticipation.

I carried that ethic into my own teaching. I
never entered a lecture room unprepared, often
working late into the night before class. And like
Sir Berlin, I believed that the teacher’s labour
should disappear into the pleasure of learning, an
effort made invisible but unmistakable in its
effect. I was not alone in thinking this way. Terry
Eagleton’s lectures overflowed not because he
demanded attendance but because his ideas were
intensely incendiary. Germaine Greer filled halls
because she brought intellectual rebellion to the
podium. The Cambridge historian, Professor Sir
Christopher Bayly, spoke history as if it were
happening in the present tense. Frank Kermode,
the influential literary critic, lectured after dinner
with a glass of wine in hand, and this atmosphere
of informal brilliance made literature feel even
more urgent. None of them needed the threat of
consequences to fill a classroom. They made
absence unthinkable. This is what the Indian
university has forgotten.

Classroom experiences

My strongest classrooms have always been those
born not of obligation but of desire. I recall an
afternoon when I took my students to a ridge
overlooking the valley to read Wordsworth’s
“Tintern Abbey.” I wanted them to encounter the
poem not as a museum piece but as a living
meditation on memory and perception. The
students dispersed under the pines and wild
grass where, suddenly, Wordsworth’s idea of
nature as “nurse”, “guide” and “guardian of my
heart” felt neither archaic nor maudlin but
provocatively contemporary. I asked a single
question: What does it mean for nature to
educate us? What followed was not conventional
interpretation but a collective reflection on how
landscape shapes consciousness. The poem
seemed to open of its own accord, demanding a
point of view, rather than receiving it.

A similar transformation occurred when we
carried Thoreaw’s Walden to the edge of a
wooded trail. The students sat on stones and
fallen branches, thumbing through a text,
interpreting individually and not merely toeing
the line. Thoreau's claim that most lives are lived
in “quiet desperation” kindled an unexpected
debate about our own system, its addiction to
metrics, its reduction of intellectual life to
attendance charts, its inability to recognise
solitude, reflection, or slowness as virtues.
Reading outdoors, my classroom dissolved, and
what emerged instead was inquiry in its most
rudimentary form.

The ruling, perhaps inadvertently, moves us
closer to this ideal. In an era where digital
resources, Artificial Intelligence tools, and
open-access archives place vast knowledge at
students’ fingertips, the insistence on physical
presence feels not only antiquated but also
pedagogically unimaginative. The finest
universities, Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, MIT
and others, do not treat attendance as the

Mandating student presence, erasing learning

Bl & IufRAUfa sifrard &=, dRa= &t ufsear & frerr

measure of commitment. They assume maturity,
always trusting a student’s intellectual autonomy.
Their confidence lies in the quality of their
teaching, not in the surveillance of their students.

The sorry state of the Indian university

In this context, the Indian university has been
reduced to a mere shell of its former self,
suffocated by bureaucratic rigidity and
administrative overreach. The Centre’s increasing
control has transformed campuses into
intellectual vassals, where curricula are
scrutinised, dissent is silenced, and
administrative positions are filled by those who
prioritise loyalty over scholarly merit. Within this
stifling paradigm, mandatory attendance policies
serve as a tool of pedagogical pacification,
undermining student autonomy and intellectual
curiosity.

A university that prioritises attendance over
engagement ultimately betrays its fundamental
purpose to nurture critical thinkers who can
challenge and transform society. This is why the
attendance debate is not administrative but
philosophical, asking whether we trust students
as thinking beings, or whether we regard them as
wards of the institution. Coercion, indeed, is
always the refuge of a pedagogy that has lost
confidence.

The High Court ruling opens up a
transformative possibility for rethinking the very
fabric of teaching across higher education. By
removing the coercive element of compulsory
attendance, educators will be compelled to
innovate and reimagine their pedagogical
approaches. An empty classroom can be a
catalyst for introspection, prompting teachers to
craft learning spaces that are intellectually
compelling and inherently engaging. Peer
dynamics also undergo a paradigmatic shift,
where the shame lies not in absence but in being
disconnected from a class that has garnered
admiration and enthusiasm from other students.
This reorients the incentive structure, shifting the
locus of motivation from external compulsion to
intrinsic curiosity.

Learning, in this context, is reconceptualised
as a dynamic and evolving process, marked by its
restless and vital nature. It thrives on
contradiction, dialogue, imagination and
risk-taking. The true university is built on this
refusal of stasis, its purpose not to disseminate
information but to facilitate discovery. The future
of education hinges on recognising and
embracing this fundamental distinction.

The ruling therefore, serves as a testament to
the inherent tension between freedom and
coercion in the pursuit of knowledge. By
decoupling attendance from examination
eligibility, the Court has highlighted the futility of
attempting to legislate intellectual engag 1t
True learning cannot be mandated. It can only be
cultivated through the creation of spaces that
foster intellectual curiosity and freedom. The
university’s future depends on its ability to
navigate this fundamental distinction.

The Delhi High Court’s affirmation that law students may sit for examinations without
satisfying rigid attendance thresholds has provoked predictable anxiety among
administrators still tethered to an older bureaucratised conception of education
faeeh I <amaTerd gR1 I8 UfY % S & B $o R SufRAfT AT & O fbu famm wdtem
S 9Hhd &, 7 31 IS § S(ufard fRiar et &1 g S ot ot Rigm Y Aev=mgt srayrom 3

IS gUE

But the ruling, far from eroding academic seriousness, restores a truth that Indian
universities have resisted for decades, a truth that learning cannot be secured through

surveillance

Afh T8 o AT THRAT B FHER P & T 39 I BT

<|,

Hd1 g FogHT

YR fayfarmert = gxie! e fajty fasan B, i PRt & wmeny & e gffea i St

Tl
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Compulsory attendance belongs to a paternalistic era that believed that students must be
prodded into intellectual life rather than invited into it

SufRfa T fFUgaaTeT® g &1 39 8 off A1 o7 % BE &1 difa® sitaa d Ydba-r
IR, A b I9H swfAd d=n
A university worthy of its name should cultivate curiosity, not compliance

U= 19 & gy fagfarmera o srgured =81 sfcw forgman o1 fdery o arfgy

The obsession with a student’s presence

B ot SUrRATA & ufdl FA

| say this not only as a critic of the managerial culture that has consumed our campuses, but
as someone who has spent more than 40 years in the classroom
T U8 $Had I U UBT TIPIA & 3MaAad & €0 H 78] 68 Y81 § For gAR TRIRT B &R
forn B, ofcr o U8 aafdd & =0 o oft A 40 W 3iftre af wam d fyam §
In all those years, | rarely took attendance and almost never prevented a student from taking
an examination
%mﬁa@fﬁ, 7 Tmag € ot SufRufar off ofik @y @alt ot foreht ot wdtem & 9 1Y
| believed, and still believe, that coercion produces neither seriousness nor scholarship
B grar o, SR 3d ot I g, fb Sravewdt A af wivfiRar Uer axat § ofiR 7 8 fagwm
If students do not wish to attend a class, the proper response is not punishment but
introspection
IS ST BT H T T51 A1gd, Ol Fd ufafehan &8 a1 afcep SATHANYA §
A teacher must ask the harder question what did | fail to offer that could have made this hour
indispensable to them
TS b B T8 Bie Uy Y1 afet i 7 Ta1 a1 uegd e fhar of 39 U °e &l 3%
forg Srferamt s wavar o1
Attendance is not a measure of learning at best it is a measure of obedience

W= &1 Aruds T8 8, 3ifieay g SMTeTRET &1 17U 81 Tabvell §
The obsession with physical presence, understandably, flourishes where the classroom has
been reduced to the perfunctory transfer of yellowing notes, the rote delivery of
prefabricated knowledge that students could obtain faster and more efficiently through
digital means
RIS SufRfa & ufd g8 T WrHIfae® =0 I 96} Ul § STef el &) fid U8 g Aed
& 3N SXATRUT R QAT FH &1 Ied AYfef d Hfira = foar ma g, ok o
fEfrea wreasl A B Aol 3R A § U R Tebdl 3
The ruling disrupts this apathy
Ig Hodl 59 ISRIAT &1 dlsdl 8
It forces institutions of law to confront a truth long evaded, that a classroom that enforces
attendance is already pedagogically bankrupt
g BT & TR B1 IY T I I e TT I BT THAT HRA & fIT HoleR &l § 6 S
e U el B 95 Ued I & Reifdre Fu A faanfern 2
This ruling of the High Court, | hope, will go a long way in changing the attendance norms
across the country in all universities of higher learning
T 3TN | o =g umarerd &1 98 hae o R & 9 3= e s & Iufufa aeet
DI gaa- H gIE JUIG STeRT
Paulo Freire saw this with a clarity that remains electrifying
IS ¥ 7 3T U WEaT ¥ @ S o off fagyeted ©
For him, education was never the mechanical depositing of information but a dialogic
encounter, an awakening of consciousness through questioning, debate, and the shared
labour of inquiry
I forg RRrgn ol off SR 61 Fifdes o B et ot sfcs U Hardt srgya o, o uy,
89, 3R FAYUT & T YH & HIeH Y AT DI SId Bl §
In his Pedagogy of the Oppressed, a seminal classic, students are not passive vessels
receiving knowledge but beings who name the world and interpret through thought, and
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critical imagination

[RRCl Pedagogy of the Oppressed TH®H Hifers Eﬁﬁ ff, o1 faferg um -Te?r% EIEIER Y
I g, Jfces UG Uroft & S g &1 A1 3d § SR faaR 31 ST ® $eun & HiEm 9
D! AT PR §

e Forinstance, my strongest classrooms have always been those born not of obligation but of
desire

IETERUT & for, B Y YUTARITCH HETY GHRN B U g died 951 I SUH §S §

¢ | remember speaking with Sir Isaiah Berlin, the renowned historian of ideas, over lunch in
Oxford many years ago

TS %3 I8 Ugd ATRIBIS H SUex b HIvH & SR I ATATT ae, TR R
STERI®R, A g2 da<id ure §

e He confessed, with characteristic generosity, how rigorously he prepared his notes,
outlines, marginalia, a meticulously constructed road map of ideas, jokes, narrative turns,
and emotional crescendos

I5iA U TaRIY SgRaT & Y WHR a1 fos o fa-l HERar ¥ 30 Aied, STSearsH,
Wéﬁr&aaﬁﬁmﬁm} IRt &1 9éie ASHY, JePpd, FUMD A8 3R UTTATHD ISP (R
e His lectures captivated not by accident but because they were acts of craftsmanship
I TG HINT ¥ g1 dfcsh RIeuddr & R A 48 dd 3
e Students came not out of duty but anticipation
B HAT Y -To dich Sogd UET & I1Y 3ATd o
e | carried that ethic into my own teaching
T I Afamar o1 3o Rgror & sroEmn
e | never entered a lecture room unprepared, often working late into the night before class
& ot ot foe st & Fen & 787 T, SR T A Ugd X &R qAb HIH Bl AT

o And like Sir Berlin, | believed that the teacher’s labour should disappear into the pleasure of
learning, an effort made invisible but unmistakable in its effect

3R TR el &1 e, § A U1 fob R &1 ufve Hem & 3ig # 3l 81 o =,
T 01 v < 4@ 76t QfehT 3o wura & wE g

e | was not alone in thinking this way
3O I Sfopar gt Ul

o Terry Eagleton’s lectures overflowed not because he demanded attendance but because
his ideas were intensely incendiary

Y 3TTeIeT & AR ST W | U Fifes I5i- IufAfar 7t A, afews gafe i 37
A srid S<w® U
o Germaine Greer filled halls because she brought intellectual rebellion to the podium

ST AR A GUFR 9T 1R 3T Rife 98 19 R s e do o

o The Cambridge historian, Professor Sir Christopher Bayly, spoke history as if it were
happening in the present tense
, MBIR TR fpeeiwr aeft, 3fem &1 U8 Uqd HRd A O 98 Tad=
P § U< T8l
¢ Frank Kermode, the influential literary critic, lectured after dinner with a glass of wine in
hand, and this atmosphere of informal brilliance made literature feel even more urgent

YUTIRITS AR et e HHIS AT & WH & aIe g1y H IRTE $T Frard e areH
3d 9, 3R T8 AT UfaHT &7 araraRur Wit &1 3R 1t aeprar &1 T o

¢ None of them needed the threat of consequences to fill a classroom
I 9 ot o ot wem 1R & U d8 & W D1 A=l el ua!

e They made absence unthinkable

&I P U= g1 faar

e This is what the Indian university has forgotten

T€} 98 914 & o WRdta fayfeemey ye o1

Classroom experiences

P& & AU
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My strongest classrooms have always been those born not of obligation but of desire

TR} G TR BETE SR Heod ¥ g1 e 98T ¥ I §S o

| recall an afternoon when | took my students to a ridge overlooking the valley to read
Wordsworth’s “Tintern Abbey”

TS TP ISR T1E & O H 30 ST &I uTd] Ft 3R ST arell Ugrdt R o T a1fdp 3
Tgaad #t “feve Ta” ug IS

| wanted them to encounter the poem not as a museum piece but as a living meditation on
memory and perception

& 1gdT o1 % d Hiaar ! WeTed Bt avg &1 IRE el dfcd T 3R SYf W U oftda
fiaq & U T 3y &

The students dispersed under the pines and wild grass where suddenly Wordsworth’s idea
of nature as nurse, guide and guardian of my heart felt neither archaic nor maudlin but
provocatively contemporary

B A & TSl 3R Selt U1 & o9 el MU OT51 SaMe dauad BT Upfd &I Uraw,
TrieRie 3R W ged F WRed U &1 R = a R @ 7 &1 HIg®, S Saui® =7
T FUPTA UdiTd gl

| asked a single question What does it mean for nature to educate us

T Had U Uy BT i upta g Rifdra sl 3 ot oid @

What followed was not conventional interpretation but a collective reflection on how
landscape shapes consciousness

P TG ol g3 I8 UYRURS ST 6| dicth 39 W ANYfed fia= o1 o ufvewg da-n &
O PR AT R

The poem seemed to open of its own accord, demanding a point of view, rather than
receiving it

HiAar I U T G g, [Hfl DD B! WHR B & I 39 HiTH et

A similar transformation occurred when we carried Thoreau’s Walden to the edge of a
wooded trail

T g1 URad dd g3 519 g4 YR ®t a1eed &1 U 941 9y & fh-IR o Y

The students sat on stones and fallen branches, thumbing through a text, interpreting
individually and not merely toemgghe line

B TR 3R It g3 S1feral )R 93, Urs &1 ueied g, saferivTd U A SRS d §U A f
oHad feifea anf R Iad gu

Thoreau’s claim that most lives are lived in quiet desperation kindled an unexpected
debate about our own system, its addiction to metrics, its reduction of intellectual life to
attendance charts, its inability to recognise solitude, reflection, or slowness as virtues
IR &1 Ug ardl o ST St wie fART=m & f7e ord &, 3R 30 o, 39! Afeew & @q,
difg® sitam &1 SufRfa a1 & Wftra 1, iR Twia, fRiaw 7 fivv= & qor 3 9= A
W TS YR 98 &I o4 Sl §

Reading outdoors, my classroom dissolved, and what emerged instead was inquiry in its
most rudimentary form

TTER Ugd gU A1 P&l HIT 81 1S, 3R IT& M R 33907 30 Gad Ja G § IHT

The ruling, perhaps inadvertently, moves us closer to this ideal

Ig hal, TG e §, 59 39 3imeRf & 3R Fde A AT 8

In an era where digital resources, Artificial Intelligence tools, and open access archives
place vast knowledge at students’ fingertips, the insistence on physical presence feels not
only anthuated but also pedagogically unimaginative

39 g1 ¥ ofgl feforea dvmeq, S giewsr Sumr, aﬁ?afrqqqa@'\qelﬁmmaﬁ
Juforal UR fa=me 9191 SUAs IRId ©, 981 ARHRP IURITA TR AR 7 Hadt GRIT Sfedd
ReifOrd T A FEIRET T §

The finest universities Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, MIT and others do not treat attendance
as the measure of commitment

98 fayfaencr sifeawIs, St grds, TaamSd ok o IufRUfY o1 wfdasar &1 Auds
EHEIER]
They assume maturity, always trusting a student’s intellectual autonomy

3 IRUSAT B AHDHR Ieid ¢ 3R B B Sifad Warawal R [y &3 8
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o Their confidence lies in the quality of teaching, not in the surveillance of their students

D1 STATIYRT Rreror ot quras & Ffga 8ian 8, 7 7 36l &1 Rt o

The sorry state of the Indian university

¢ In this context, the Indian university has been reduced to a mere shell of its former self,
suffocated by bureaucratic rigidity and administrative overreach
g T I Uy fayfemeay omm od T & Wiaa @ie # e man g, St Aiew=me
ST 3R URiAS sfarrau A g ged ol fRufa o g

e The Centre’s increasing control has transformed campuses into intellectual vassals,
where curricula are scrutinised, dissent is silenced, and administrative positions are
filled by those who prioritise onalty over scholarly merit
P BT ggdT (A0 URIRT B! AfgP ARRGRI H 957 &1 &, O8] UTSUhHl B i,
SEARY BT gHA, 3R e divaar ur RISt Bt wrufigar & o

e Within this stifling paradigm, mandatory attendance policies serve as a tool of
pedagogical pacification, undermining student autonomy and intellectual curiosity

39 ge WY e § sifvard SufRufa fifaat Qerfre wrifawmor 1 3ok a9 ot 8, S a1
Wl 3R difge e o R Rl &

e A university that prioritises attendance over engagement ultimately betrays its fundamental
purpose to nurture critical thinkers who can challenge and transform society
SN fafraTe awT & Somd SufRufe & Trufiedr <1 2, 98 e fRia®! o
PRI B & 30 Hal Iz A fyrgard Har g

. ThIS is why the attendance debate is not administrative but philosophical

01 & > SUFRIR TR e YRR ] 91 e &

. It asks whether we trust students as thinking beings, or whether we regard them as wards
of the institution
U8 YBd & b 91 59 BT o) WieA aTe UTv A © 91 I T & WA i Ther ©

e Coercion indeed is always the refuge of a pedagogy that has lost confidence
qRd H STaREwI BHR I AT 57 31904 gicht & R smerfayra @ faar &

e The High Court ruling opens up a transformative possibility for rethinking the very fabric
of teaching across higher education
T T &1 e 3 Rigm & Rreror 3t W W EidaR ot e aiadert
HUTGT JIAdl §

e By removing the coercive element of compulsory attendance, educators will be compelled
to innovate and reimagine pedagogical approaches

Sfart IufRUfG & Favewl a@ & geraR, Red TaER 3R Aeifore eRHI & gadH e
¥ fore fyawr g1

o An empty classroom can be a catalyst for introspection, prompting teachers to craft
intellectually compelling and inherently engaging learning spaces
TS Tl BT THAHAYT BT SARD 5 el g, Sl FRA&H! B Afqd TU A Trdd iR
a: Ha9 YRaH & - e & forg IRa et 8

o Peer dynamics also undergo a paradigmatic shift, where the shame lies not in absence
but in being disconnected from a class that has garnered admiration and enthusiasm

# ot wiferer afiad= amar g, ogf e srqufeufa & =& afcs Su wen

Hera H gt 8 R w=iv ok Ixrg oiffa fean &)

e This reorients the incentive structure, shifting motivation from external compulsion to
intrinsic curiosity

g YOI HITAT B G I HR1 ¢, ST URUT ATeS) Sa1d F gehr Siaives R R
3R giet 8

e Learning in this context is reconceptualised as a dynamic and evolving process, marked
by its restless and vital nature

2 T o Wam &1 e nifaxfter ok e fRia gt withan & = u & gadfewnfya fsar sran g,
o 3 Tere SR Sfidd uefa @ Rifga ?
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It thrives on contradiction, dialogue, imagination and risk taking

78 faRteTUT, TdTe, HeuT R FIfT IH W B! Had §

The true university is built on this refusal of stasis, its purpose not to disseminate
information but to facilitate discovery

T fayfaenaa it fRRaT & srdier W Fftfa grar 3, e Iexa =T dien 8! afch
G P YT I 8

The future of education hinges on recognising and embracing this fundamental distinction

fRrem &1 yfowy 53 Hifere siaR &1 TgaMA SR AR W AR FHRar g

The ruling therefore serves as a testament to the inherent tension between freedom and
coercion in the pursuit of knowledge

ST a8 e 9 @1 il § WaAdl iR FeReRit & sig fdfed a1a BT WA 971 &
By decoupling attendance from examination eligibility, the Court has highlighted the
futility of attempting to legislate intellectual engagement

Y& UTET | SUFRATA Bl ST B, e A FifS® JAUdT B ST A A Bt
FRdwar &1 SoR fear g

True learning cannot be mandated

=it ARg Srferard 78 &1 oI bt

It can only be cultivated through the creation of spaces that foster intellectual curiosity and
freedom

U Had U TR0 SIHR Hardd [T o Yavdl § off aifeds IR 3R TadT &l

TR Y

The university’s future depends on its ability to navngate this fundamental distinction
FT Yfasy 3T AP SiaR & THIA SR Tqferd B &1 ITSD! &l W R

FAT 8
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The water divide

The quality of piped water supply must
be checked at delivery point

n indicator of public health is the well-be-
A ing of the poorer sections of the people.

Health, education, infrastructure, clean
air and clean water all fall under basic needs, and
various institutions should be busy working
round the clock to improve lives. On most of
these counts, however, India appears to be falling
short, with the latest being the tragedy unfolding
in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. At least four people,
including a baby (official toll; unofficial is 14),
have lost their lives after drinking municipality-
supplied water, with more than 2,000 people fall-
ing ill. Over 200 people are in hospital and 32 are
in the ICU. It is a development steeped in irony
because Indore has been voted India’s cleanest
city for several years in a row for its exemplary
waste segregation and management practice
among other cleanliness measures it undertook.
As has become the unfortunate norm after every
mishap, the blame game began swiftly with auth-
orities pinning it on tardy progress on installing a
fresh supply line. A committee is to investigate
the issue, but things should not have been al-
lowed to precipitate such a deathly crisis in the
first place. This is the second instance of a water
issue in the State in the past two months. In No-
vember, students at the Vellore Institute of Tech-
nology campus near Bhopal vehemently protest-
ed against contaminated water supply after many
of them began contracting jaundice.

It is a shame that despite progress under the
Swachh Bharat Mission and Jal Jeevan Mission,
water woes continue. The National Family Health
Survey data show that despite a rural-urban di-
vide, 96% of households use an improved source
of drinking water. A municipal supply is always
considered to be a safe and “improved source”,
and if checks and balances were in place, the
authorities at Indore would have spotted the con-
tamination and let people know of the dangers.
Giving access to water is meaningless unless the
quality of the supply is assured. There needs to
be better enforcement of water guidelines and
other environmental laws at all levels. Air pollu-
tion is already wreaking havoc on citizens’
health; unsafe drinking water should not be ad-
ded to the list. The incidents in Madhya Pradesh
should be taken as a wake-up call for India’s wa-
ter management. With a population that is close
to 147 crore, India’s water-borne disease burden
is also high. All States should immediately check
water supply sources for chemical and sewage
contaminants. Old infrastructure including pipes
must be repaired or replaced. There should be
strict enforcement of policy and monitoring of
practice along with awareness campaigns. Indore
and many more cities in India have to clean up
their act, or risk more deaths.

The water divide
e fquTS=

o The quality of piped water supply must be checked at delivery
point
T3y A d myfed Ft g o fEeftadt fig wR saxg sirar wHn anfe
e An indicator of public health is the well-being of the poorer
sections of the people

WA $T TH Jhdd THT & TR T BT HI0T §
e Health, education, infrastructure, clean air and clean water all fall
under basic needs, and various institutions should be busy working
round the clock to improve lives
TWRA, A&, Sa¥THT, W 74T 3R WS U o+t gaya
SraRgHarsil § 3d ¢, SR fafid I &1 S agar a9 & g
el U HTH FHRAT I1MGY
e On most of these counts, however, India appears to be falling
short, with the latest being the tragedy unfolding in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh
BTelifer 370 O iy Ae! § WRd §i Pear gen fiars aar 2,
fOranT ATl IETERUI Hed U & SR | ufed A9l §

o Atleast four people, including a baby (official toll; unofficial is 14),

have lost their lives after drinking municipality-supplied water, with
more than 2,000 people falling ill

1 A B TR A, o e fRrgy ot =nfira § (enRe1ie stiws;
AR 14), ﬁmmmen{ﬁ%qwuﬁﬁﬁéﬁm
Td 81 718, STafd 2,000 W iR AT SR U9

e Over 200 people are in hospital and 32 are in the ICU

200 ¥ 34t N1 SreTa | Wl § 3R 32 sy o &

e ltis a development steeped in irony because Indore has been voted
India’s cleanest city for several years in a row for its exemplary waste
segregation and management practice among other cleanliness
measures it undertook

Ig g fagaqr ¥ 4 § Fifd §ER & TR &3 I ddb YIRd 1
TR W We? I 71 7, a9 T  FeRT gUaor iR gae o

=5l Ugell & fog
¢ As has become the unfortunate norm after every mishap, the blame game began swiftly with
authorities pinning it on tardy progress on installing a fresh supply line

ST o &R geentT & a1g guiyul w0 @ g1 8, JRd SRIYY &7 Wd R 8 7 3R
STABINGS A 3T 3 oI MYfel 13T &+ | 8 R e fea

o A committee is to investigate the issue, but things should not have been allowed to
precipitate such a deathly crisis in the first place

nﬁ%mﬁ%ﬁwvﬁﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁ%wmﬁﬁﬁm%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁ
e This is the second instance of a water issue in the State in the past two months
fOed at adial & wea 1 Uit @ 9t g5 gudl e g

e In November, students at the Vellore Institute of Technology campus near Bhopal
vehemently protested against contaminated water supply after many of them began

contracting jaundice
FdeR §, HIUTe & UTH deaR SREISYE HTh caIarsit UNER & B A givd ofd 3MYfd &
e WIRGR Tae RpaT o 5 o731 & diferan &

e |tis a shame that despite progress under the Swachh Bharat Mission and Jal Jeevan
Mission, water woes continue

Ig TP ¢ 5 @ URd =M ik wia Sitae fiRme & dgd Wifd & Sracg it &
TG R 8
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The National Family Health Survey data show that despite a rural-urban divide, 96% of
households use an improved source of drinking water

PTA URAR FRA FdEUl F 3w feard § b Triur-Red Siak & S1asg 96% URAR
FUTRd VaoTd Wd &7 ST A &

A municipal supply is always considered to be a safe and improved source, and if checks
and balances were in place, the authorities at Indore would have spotted the contamination
and let people know of the dangers

TRUTfereT B et Smyfef o1 grn YR SR JeRT g3 Td [H oIl 7, 3R afe fARrit
T BT 1 SGR P SHUBRT gUUT DI UgaH IR ANl ! ek F N8 HR v &

Giving access to water is meaningless unless the quality of the supply is assured

I I od 3Tl &1 urawt I3 A 8, 99 a6 U 96 Ugd ol FRY®

There needs to be better enforcement of water guidelines and other environmental laws
at all levels

Tt TRl R w1 femnfAe=it ok o wafarvfta S &1 FoR Had e §

Air pollution is already wreaking havoc on citizens’ health; unsafe drinking water should
not be added to the list

I UGWUT U5l B ANTR & WA B JHA Ugdl 361 5, SRIRIed 9geid &1 39 ol & gt
ST ST A1

The incidents in Madhya Pradesh should be taken as a wake-up call for India’s water
management

T Y= 1 Y 9 HRA & ofd Y49 & U T ddra-t & &0 | df ST a1y

With a population that is close to 147 crore, India’s water-borne disease burden is also
high

TTHT 147 BRIS DI MEET B 1Y, YR TR STereif-Id 1T 1 aver o 3

All States should immediately check water supply sources for chemical and sewage
contaminants

Tt Tt B R IS SR WS Ugus! & e ST Smgfed Hiel Bt S S a1ee
Old infrastructure including pipes must be repaired or replaced

TR SaRR=AT, S8 urguers i §, &) ARAHd a1 UfaRATa &1 31a<adhdl o

There should be strict enforcement of policy and monitoring of practice along with
awareness campaigns

feral o1 wed yadq, gagR @t FARTL, SR 91y o SeRewar Sifiam g9 a1ige

Indore and many more cities in India have to clean up their act, or risk more deaths

éﬁgﬁw%ﬁmmﬁﬁmmgﬂwﬁﬂ,ﬁasﬁuﬁ?ﬁmmw
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From encroachment to legal ownership

Haryana government regularises unauthorised occupation of village panchayat land through payment, aiming to reduce litigation and resolve disputes; this

risks converting encroachment into ownership, stabilising gains for those with ability to pay while limiting access for marginalised households on village commons

LETTER & SPIRIT

Anand Mehra
Vignesh Karthik K.R.

n late November 2024, the Haryana

Legislative Assembly amended the

Haryana Village Common Lands

(Regulation) Act, 1961, to permit the
conversion of certain categories of
Shamilat deh under unauthorised
occupation into private ownership
through payment to the gram panchayat,
a framework further streamlined and
expanded in 2025 by shifting approval
powers and diluting the market-rate
constraint. The government presents this
as an administrative settlement to reduce
litigation, recover value for panchayats,
and resolve long-running disputes over
commons pending in revenue courts. It
argues that widespread residential and
agricultural encroachments have made a
negotiated buy-out preferable to
protracted legal battles.

Ayear on, the question is not only
whether the amendment clears the
docket, but what kind of rural order it
consolidates. Common lands are a
political institution, shaping livelihood
security, bargaining power in rural
markets, and dependence for the landless.
If the ability to pay becomes the operative
criterion for title, regularisation risks
converting de facto possession into de jure
ownership in ways that validate elite
capture rather than correct it.

Commons and power

This risk must be read against Haryana's
longer history of Shamilat deh governance
and Dalit exclusion, where encroachment
is rarely accidental. Field-based work on
village commons (Sucha Singh Gill,
Pramajit Judge, Manjit Singh) and K. Gopal
Iyer’s synthesis documents how Dalits’
“due rights” on common land have been
systematically denied, with encroachment
often sustained through patronage,
sarpanch and official complicity, and
unequal access to paperwork and coercive

authority. This is not only a scholarly
claim.

‘A 2007 Haryana Institute of Rural
Development (HIRD) study of Bhiwani and
Karnal districts recorded outsiders
benefiting from village common land,
panchayats not enabling Dalit families
access to cultivable parcels, and Dalit
households failing to realise statutory
shares because they could not compete
with dominant landowners in lease
markets. It further noted that roughly 15%
of encroachment by dominant
landowning communities had the backing
of sarpanches, officials, or politically
influential persons, while richer
households captured disproportionate
benefits by bidding higher lease rates.

Scale of capture

The same HIRD exercise provides a sense
of scale. It reported 28,628 acres under
encroachment out of 2,01,875 acres of
cultivable shamlat land, constituting
14.18% of the cultivable commons. It also
compiled administrative data on 8,270
cases filed between 1994 and 1995 for
illegal possession of 21,137 acres of shamlat
land. The trend line is the point: by
2009-10, encroachment cases pending in
revenue courts reportedly reached 19,476,
about 2.35 times the 1994-95 figure. These

GETTY IMAGES

numbers clarify what is at stake.
Field-based agrarian political economy
from Haryana reinforces this broader
diagnosis. Agrarian life is stratified by land
and caste, while landless Dalit households
remain concentrated in insecure wage

were similarly earmarked for Dalits,
reflecting an explicit premise of protection
rather than treating the commons as a
negotiable asset. In purchase-oriented
frameworks, by contrast, the commons
become a negotiable asset allocated
through willingness and ability to pay.
Haryana’s amendment leans toward this
latter logic: without first addressing
historical entitlement, caste-based
deprivation, and the statutory intent of
commons as a social safety net, it risks
granting malikana haq while leaving the
underlying injustice intact.

A fairer design would hardwire
safeguards so regularisation does not
become a conveyor belt for elite capture.
Titles should follow mandatory
socio-economic and caste profiling with
panchayat-level disclosure and privacy
protections, and hierarchy of claims
aligned with statutory intent, including
priority for landless and historically
excluded groups. Ecologically and socially
critical commons should be excluded
from conversion. The process should be

work and tiny self- 1 .Insucha
setting, regularisation through payment is
not a neutral technique.

The State’s rationale is intelligible;
litigation is costly, and decades-long
occupations create uncertainty, constrain
panchayat planning, and foreclose
revenue. Yet technocratic settlement is not
distributively neutral. By treating the
problem as backlog management rather
than a continuing pattern of
dispossession, the amendment risks
normalising encroachment and
converting that normality into ownership
through payment.

A contrast with policies elsewhere
clarifies the normative hinge. In
restitution-oriented frameworks, common
or specially earmarked lands are treated
as corrective instruments to buffer the
landless and historically oppressed, and
some States have implemented this logic
with relative seriousness. Madhya
Pradesh’s initiative of distributing a big
portion of charnoi land to Dalits is a clear

example. Tamil Nadu’s Panchami lands

From encroachment to legal ownership

SfeTshHYT & ST T aB

o Haryana government regularises unauthorised occupation of village panchayat land

through payment, aiming to reduce litigation and resolve disputes; this risks converting

independently audited, with credible
grievance redress insulated from local
executive discretion. Finally, proceeds
should be earmarked for distributive
repair, and case clearance should be
time-bound and paired with legal aid so
marginalised claimants are not priced out
while better-resourced occupants close
disputes through payment.

Justice or tidiness

The 2024 amendment thus crystallises a
wider tension in contemporary rural
governance: land policy as social justice
versus land policy as administrative
tidiness. In a rural political economy,
legalising encroachment without first
correcting for structural inequality is not
merely dispute resolution. It is the State
selecting a settlement in a long-running
social conflict, and calling it efficiency.
Anand Mehra is a doctoral researcher at the
Department of Political Science, University
of Delhi. Vignesh Karthik K.R. is a
postdoctoral research affiliate at King’s
India Institute, King's College London

THE GIST

L 4

The Haryana government
regularises unauthorised
occupation of village commons
through payment, framing it as
an administrative settlement to
reduce litigation and recover
value for panchayats.

-

This process risks converting
encroachment into ownership,
privileging those with the
ability to pay and reinforcing
elite capture.

L 4

Marginalised households,
particularly landless Dalits,
face limited access to
commons, undermining the
social and livelihood functions
these lands are intended to
provide.

encroachment into ownership, stabilising gains for those with ability to pay while
limiting access for marginalised households on village commons

AT ISR YT & H1e9H I ITH Yaragd Y R sAfpd
Rore! 3e=T YargAdaTs HU AT 3R faarel &1 I S ¢; S99 ffashaur &Y w@rfira
# gge BT SAH U1 81T 8, YT S BT &1 G aTell & 170 ArHY Y FRR el 8,

STeh YTH HTHT IR FTRIT W 3 a1a IRERT & o ug= W € ot @

In late November 2024 Haryana Village Common Lands amendment

qdER 2024 & 3id | ghaTom 9 |re Y AR

¢ Inlate November 2024, the Haryana Legislative Assembly amended the Haryana Village

Fool &) il BIdl 8,

Common Lands Regulation Act 1961 to permit the conversion of certain categories of

Shamilat deh under unauthorised occupation into private ownership through payment to

the gram

panchayat

TGER 2024 & 3id I giamon faem aut 7 giaron ura arsm Yy et siiiferam 1961
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T TR B SFTRIPd Beat & dgd M aIcht & AT 8 A0 &I I Uarad F YIrar
& e ¥ freht warfre & geaq af srafa df

A framework further streamlined and expanded in 2025 by shifting approval powers and
diluting the market rate constraint

34 o &I 2025 H 3R WRa g fazaria forar mar s srgate xifdaal 1 RiTiaRr 3iR
TR X $) 37al § drar & e
The government presents this as an administrative settlement to reduce litigation,

recover value for panchayats, and resolve long running disputes over commons pending
in revenue courts

WPHR T YRS THTYH & =Y H UK B! ¢ dlis GavgHl b HH fHar o T,
uama‘r%%quawmﬁ aﬁvmmﬁaﬁaw@ﬁaﬁrwwaﬁa

It argues that widespread residential and agricultural encroachments have made a
negotiated buy out preferable to protracted legal battles

WHR FT1 qd ¢ [ SATYH AT 3R FIY fashHoN & HRU et BT ASTIAI DI g
o gugitar st wte s Iugad 81 TS §

A year on the question is not only whether the amendment clears the docket, but what kind
of rural order it consolidates

U 98 91¢ UY padl I el ¢ fob T Areal &1 9151 $H HdT €, dfcp I8 W @ [ a8
5 yoR o1 ITior TaRIT B Holgd HRAT @

Common lands are a political institution shaping livelihood security, bargaining power
in rural markets, and dependence for the landless

AT YT U Yoo ST o) SiTofaeT qRe, areitor aTeet & Sdareh e, R
w{&lﬁﬂ‘raﬁﬁmaﬁe{wé‘cﬁ%

If the ability to pay becomes the operative criterion for title, regularisation risks
converting de facto possession into de jure ownership

I YT B B AT W1 BT HRBT AIYGS 9 o1l § ol FHafieieRor &1 shfaw
IRATAD Hoot B BT WIHE J 961 BT §
In ways that validate elite capture rather than correct it

T Wl 9 o SfUeTa a7t & Feat B! JURA & TOT Y 380 &

Commons and power

[re Y 3R FwT

This risk must be read against Haryana’s longer history of Shamilat deh governance and
Dalit exclusion where encroachment is rarely accidental

T ST 1 gRaTon & wd gfaera & daW § Ul ST Agy forgH mAeTd ¢8 W SR
&fora afswRur i § et sifssor smae & #aft s B §

Field based work on village commons by Sucha Singh Gill Pramajit Judge Manjit Singh
and K Gopal lyer’s synthesis documents how Dalits’ due rights on common land have
been systematically denied

a1 g frar yweita oo g=eiia Rig & & smenfya sreaast 3k & Mutd R & fazawor
@u@ﬂﬁﬁm%ﬁ?wﬁﬁiwm%%aﬁwﬁﬁm@mmﬁww%

With encroachment often sustained through patronage, sarpanch and official complicity,
and unequal access to paperwork and coercive authority

T SHTHHOT SRR HREHVT, TRUT T a1 3 frefianTa, iR awamdwl 9 gueert i
% A UgH & A1 § &1 8T 8
This is not only a scholarl% claim

I $aa RefOre grar Tt

A 2007 Haryana Institute of Rural Development HIRD study of Bhiwani and Karnal
districts recorded outsiders benefiting from village common land

2007 ¥ gheaTon Irftor fasTT WA HIRD & FHart iR w-Ta forell W s o argdt
ST Bt AT e Y @1 ST U Gof ol T
Panchayats not enabling Dalit families’ access to cultivable parcels

TaTdl gRT aferd URaRT &Y Sy gvg Yfly 9 uga 7 3
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o And Dalit households failing to realise statutory shares because they could not compete
with dominant landowners in lease markets

3R gfera ufvarl gRT aeunfe fRR[eR) U 7 &R U1 e 3 UgT IR & yHTa=met
YAryRS ¥ yfreaut 98 o 96

e It further noted that roughly 15% of encroachment by dominant landowning communities
had the backing of sarpanches officials or politically influential persons

e B g ot urn T o guTasielt YR aeer §RT BT T @I 15% SifersHor Sf
IRU SAfUBTRAY a1 IS U A UHTIRITel saferaal o1 IHY UTe o

o While richer households captured disproportionate benefits by bidding higher lease
rates

S TS TRART 7 3 UET &R0 R SIell T SJuTagi— a1y Ui fbu

Scale of capture

Poal T AATT

e The same HIRD exercise provides a sense of scale
FE! HIRD (g 39 TR 1 3farel aa1 @

e ltreported 28,628 acres under encroachment out of 2,01,875 acres of cultivable shamlat
land, constituting 14.18% of the cultivable commons

3T 2,01,875 THS D1 BV TG HaTd YA T F 28,628 Ths W Sifarspyur gof fovam a1 St
P g TS Y $7114.18% §

e |t also compiled administrative data on 8,270 cases filed between 1994 and 1995 for illegal
possession of 21,137 acres of shamlat land

3T 1994 | 1995 & ST 21,137 THS HATT YA & Y Feat I IS 8,270 HATHA! &1
TP SeT Ht Yhferd fasar

e The trend line is the point
- d1d ST T

e By 2009-10, encroachment cases pending in revenue courts reportedly reached 19,476,
about 2.35 times the 1994-95 figure

2009-10 T TSI AT} H Wl SHTTsHHOT AT Bl IS 19,476 b Ugd 715 Wil 1994—
95 & 3o T TR 2.35 AT At

o These numbers clarify what is at stake
3 ST WY Hd § b g1 IR T & §

o Field based agrarian political economy from Haryana reinforces this broader diagnosis
ghaTon ¥ U & smenfya $iY Ieifae srderawit 59 smus e o gfY Frdt §

e Agrarian life is stratified by land and caste

P Sfta Yfiy o oi1fay & 3MuR R wWipd &

e While landless Dalit households remain concentrated in insecure wage work and tiny self
employment
wates YIAEH gfera ufar SRIRTa wergd) &1 3R B 3 AeTR § Ryee T8 §

e In such a setting regularisation through payment is not a neutral technique
T fufa & Yera & Areaw | Frafirdieror 1% dewi ae-te T8l 8

e The State’s rationale is intelligible
Y BT db

o Litigation is costly, and decades long occupations create uncertainty, constrain
panchayat planning, and foreclose revenue

qepeRaTeil T § 3R U] R woat Siffaar der 3d & Yarad derT & Jfid B §
3R TG H Ahd &
e Yet technocratic settlement is not distributively neutral

o oft gt gy RARu F R A e 8 @

e By treating the problem as backlog management rather than a continuing pattern of
dispossession, the amendment risks normalising encroachment

JHT &) 4T & FFRAR U ot Iy dfdd ATl & YaYq & U § ¢ I I8 IRy
SIFISPHYT B HTHI 51 27 T SIRGH 33Tl &
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And converting that normality into ownershlp through payment

3R I FHHACT Y YIAT b ST w@ifered & dea a1 @

A contrast with policies elsewhere clarifies the normative hinge

3= R @t el I ga A fag &1 Wy Fat §

In restitution oriented frameworks, common or specially earmarked lands are treated as
corrective instruments to buffer the landless and hlstorlcally oppressed

TARITUA I gl & aren a1 faviy wu @ Rt 4y & Y=y ok Afaeie s ud
Iafifsal & foru YRS e T ST §

And some States have implemented this logic with relative seriousness

3R $ AT 7 39 d B! 1wt T3Rar I any fear g

Madhya Pradesh’s initiative of distributing a big portion of charnoi land to Dalits is a
clear example

T YR GRT TRAIS Y &1 Ue a7 e gierdl &1 <1 SUHT WY 31870l §

Tamil Nadu’s Panchami lands were similarly earmarked for Dalits

aftrerrg o vt yftr 530 aie aferal & e emfam 1 s ot

Reflecting an explicit premise of protection rather than treating the commons as a
negotiable asset

S HREUT & WY SATYR B 2iar & 7 fob [rgm Yy H Wdareh &t wufy 7 &

In purchase oriented frameworks, by contrast, the commons become a negotiable asset
allocated through willingness and ability to pay

9% fAuRid Wite 3 efal & Ir= Y YT $t 3T 3R & & 3R W aid 5H
Tt HiaTol HURT & Wl 3

Haryana’s amendment leans toward this latter logic

ghamon &1 HeE S g 9 B SR FHaT B

Without first addressing historical entitlement, caste based deprivation, and the statutory
intent of commons as a social safety net, it risks granting malikana haq

AfaeTRie eiftrer, Sfa smuria g, SR ArIfore JREm oid & &9 | a1sm YT &
AP IET F! U TR T fom o AIfereTT 8% <7 &1 SifAH IaTdT §

While leaving the underlying injustice intact

3R e 3UTT B ) B Gl OIS &l ¢

A fairer design would hardwire safeguards so regularisation does not become a
conveyor belt for elite capture

TS AT fEwre= ¥ T Y& ST Sidi-igd g a1fet fob fFrafirdtewor sifiema ssa ot
PAW d¢€ 7 §7 9

Titles should follow mandatory socio economic and caste profiling with panchayat level
disclosure and privacy protections

Wi ARPR ifvard amare e ik sfara wwrsf & e faw om o
AT R IR UHEIHRUT 3R TNU-Iaar gRed &l

And hierarchy of claims aligned with statutory intent, including priority for landless and
historically excluded groups
R et o v Aefe 33R ¥ S & R YR ok AR T
sfgspa Iggl & muftear fia
Ecologically and socially critical commons should be excluded from conversion

a%? FU Y HEwaqul qre YT o) YR A 9187 T ST I1eT
The process should be independently audited with credible grievance redress insulated
from local executive discretion

wishan &1 TWaa Siifse 81 SR fayaria Rrergda fFaru o v sdert fade 9 sam
BEISIY

FlnaIIy proceeds should be earmarked for distributive repair

3idd: U 1 ! faaRumTeT® JUR & e smrféra fasar s =nfge

And case clearance should be time bound and paired with legal aid

3R AT &7 fHue Iuaes 8 39U ST TerdT 3 Siel Sy

So marginalised claimants are not priced out while better resourced occupants close
disputes through payment
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TP BIRA ¥ SMASR 16 A &1 oY Saie 3fid THIHH ard PeaiaR YId & HIed I
faarg Fuer o

Justice or tidiness
<qra a1

e The 2024 amendment thus crystallises a wider tension in contemporary rural governance
Y UHR 2024 BT TN THBTA I ATHIO M & U TS a1d B WF FHRT §

o Land policy as social justice versus land policy as administrative tidiness
TS <TG & =9 § Y ifa 590 =i gogaer & &9 § ffy ifa

¢ In a rural political economy, legalising encroachment without first correcting for structural
inequality is not merely dispute resolution

amftor Teifae srferawir B WRETET® SRIHTGT &1 Ugd JUR o1 sifarspaor &t ae
T Fad fare TaTYT™ T B

e |tis the State selecting a settlement in a long running social conflict, and calling it
efficiency

Ig VST §RT 69 TG A Ia 3T I8 Ao wuy § U6 I &1 994 g 3R 39 $RIadr
@51 oI 61 &

GS Paper I1I: Economy,

TOPICS COVERED | 02 January 2026
1. pracco tax rejig to take effect from Feb. 1
d9TP B § deard 1 BRas! | A g

2. | Has housing become prohibitively expensive in Indian cities?

T YR e | TART I HE 81 741 82

3. | India allows banks to sponsor pension funds under NPS

YR 7 d&] & Tty & ded UH s uraiford #34 ot srqafa &

4. | Global reinsurers from Spain, U.K., Singapore queue up at GIFT City

T, g.%., RITR & 3f¥e qrdifamedt e Rt d sar &
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Tobacco tax rejig to take effect from Feb. 1

Compensation cess ends; introduced to make
up States’ losses from implementation of GST

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Union Finance
T Ministry on Thurs-
day issued a series

of notifications that will
give effect to the new taxa-
tion regime for tobacco
products from February 1.

The Central Excise
(Amendment) Act, 2025,
passed in the recently con-
cluded Winter Session of
Parliament, specifies new
rates of excise duty on to-
bacco products.

Levy on pan units

The Finance Ministry also
notified that provisions of
the Health Security se Na-
tional Security Act, 2025,
which intends to levy a
cess on pan masala units,
will come into force from

February 1.

In an accompanying
FAQ note, the Ministry ex-
plained that under the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime, the excise
duty on cigarettes had so
far been rendered a nomi-
nal amount of a “fraction
of a paisa” per cigarette
stick, and the GST com-
Ppensation cess rate on to-
bacco products had not
been increased since it was
implemented in July 2017.

“For India, affordability
has either stagnated or in-
creased in the past decade,
meaning cigarettes have
not become more expen-
sive relative to consumers’
purchasing power,” the
note said.

“This is contrary to glo-
bal public health guidance,
which emphasises annual

Bid to ‘ensure cigarette prices rise faster than
income’, as per global public health guidance

Tax reset

The Central Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025 specifies new rates of

excise duty on tobacco products

= The Finance
Ministry has netified
that provisions of
the Health Security
se National Security
Act, 2025, which
intends to levy a cess
on pan masala units,
will come into force

from February 1 40% slab

® Beedis have

been moved to the
18% GST category
from the now-
defunct28% slab

m All other tobacco
products have
been moved to the

-F‘
s fla
TA X

increases in specific excise
duties to ensure that real
cigarette prices rise faster
than incomes,” the note
added.

At the same time, the
Ministry notified February
1 as the date from which
the GST compensation
cess would cease to exist.

The cess was originally

introduced for a period of
five years to compensate
States for any loss arising
out of the implementation
of GST.

Tax slabs

The Finance Ministry also
notified the new GST rates
for tobacco products.

Beedis have been

Tobacco tax rejig to take effect from Feb. 1

dqTP DR | deard 1 BRa) d AR gRm

Compensation cess ends; introduced to make up States’ losses from implementation

of GST

moved to the 18% category
from the now-defunct 28%
slab. All other tobacco pro-
ducts have been moved to
the 40% slab. These new
rates will be effective from
February 1.

The GST compensation
cess was to end in 2022
However, due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the cess
collections ~ were not
enough to compensate the
States and so the Centre
borrowed money to com-
pensate them.

Hence, it was extended
until 2026, with the pro-
ceeds being used to repay
the loan.

‘With the impending end
of the loan, the govern-
ment on September 22,
2025, removed the inci-
dence of the cess on most
items except on tobacco

products. From February
1, 2026, the cess will no
longer apply on these
items either, effectively
ending it.

Finally, the Ministry in-
troduced a new valuation
mechanism for tobacco
products such as chewing
tobacco, filter khaini, jar-
da, scented tobacco, and
gutkha, whereby the GST
value would be deter-
mined based on the retail
sale price declared on the

package.

Need for dedicated cess
Regarding the Health Se-
curity se National Security
Act, 2025, the Ministry jus-
tified the inclusion of the
national security aspect by
saying that conventional
tax revenues cannot al-
ways guarantee funding for

New cess will create a non-lapsable, predictable
financial stream to fund security preparedness

national security func-
tions, and so a dedicated
cess is needed for the pur-
pose.

“General tax revenues
are subject to competing
developmental priorities
and cannot always guaran-
tee sustained long-term
funding for core national
security functions,” the
FAQ note said.

“A dedicated purpose-
specific cess enables the
Union to create a non-lap-
sable, predictable financial
stream that supports multi-
year security prepared-
ness, technological upgra-
dation, capacity creation,
and advanced equipment
procurement — without in-
creasing the tax burden on
the general population or
raising broad-based rates
such as GST

grfagfd Iuws TuTw; SHead! ar] 81 | Il $i §T THAH &I WIS & fore 3= fovan

T 41

Bid to ‘ensure cigarette prices rise faster than income’, as per global public health

guidance

ArdeT~e WA AR & AR FHfa 3 &1 varw & RRe @1 $iad
3T A o 9¢°

New cess will create a non-lapsable, predictable financial stream to fund security
preparedness

AT YD YR&T FART & fore v R-awiqa, gaigaa faxfta wa s=mem

o The Union Finance Ministry on Thursday issued a series of notifications that will give ellect
to the new taxation regime for tobacco products from February 1.

HE Ot TaTerg A TEaR DI SRgEHIS & U 47l IRt &t 9l 1 BRad! I dag 36! &
fore 1S R gaw Y yurdt s

o The Central Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025, passed in the recently concluded Winter
Session of Parliament, specifies new rates of excise duty on tobacco products.

BT g1 §f 4ud Tag & faerei= w3 & uila Sl Iare Yo (F=ier) sifufeay, 2025

% IATGI TR IMIE Yoo B 18 &% Ui &l gl

Levy on pan units

LG

f TR IUBY

e The Finance Ministry also noted that provisions of the Health Security se National Security
Act, 2025, which intends to levy a cess on pan masala units, will come into force from
February 1.
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T darerg A 7w ot siftgfad foran o gy Ryt T Avma fRaaidl wae, 2025 %
UG, SFHT =T U AT SHISTT TR IUHR T 8, 1 BRast I AL gl

¢ In an accompanying FAQ note, the Ministry explained that under the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime, the excise duty on cigarettes had so far been rendered a nominal amount
of a “fraction of a paisa” per cigarette stick, and the GST compensation cess rate on
tobacco products had not been increased since it was implemented in July 2017.
1Y § SR YU e § HAa 3 9ar {6 a%g Ud Qa1 B (GST) IR & d8d 30d dH
RARe R IdTe Yoob Ufd RTRe Red Had “UF & S0 & SRISR I8 T AT, 3R a1 IdTe] IR
SHeadt gfagfd Sus @1 o3 a8 2017 ¥ 751 9gs T A

e “For India, affordability has either stagnated or increased in the past decade, meaning
cigarettes have not become more expensive relative to consumers’ purchasing power,” the
note said.

Fie & g1 T, “YRd # fU3d Uh 3o H ge--&/ar a1 df RR W g a1 91 8, forger sif g i
JuHiarstt &1 % Wfdd &1 ga J RRe 7gh T8 g8 & 17

e “This is contrary to global public health guidance, which emphasises annual increases in
specific excise duties to ensure that real cigarette prices rise faster than incomes,” the note
added.

e B 3T H1 T, U8 AP FrdwHe W AnieRH & faudia 8, St a8 Rd o1 & o
fafke Sare Yoo © a1fifes 9fg IR 9k 31 & 6 arafas RRe oiad o 9 o ¢ 1”

e At the same time, the Ministry notified February 1 as the date from which the GST
compensation cess would cease to exist.

=3t gHg, T A 1 BRad) &1 98 Ay sifigferd fora, o shewdt erfayfd Suse gara g8
ST

e The cess was originally introduced for a period of [ve years to compensate States for any
loss arising out of the implementation of GST.

g IUHR Ud FU J Ui auf B 3afy & e shewdt & srai-ao I 30t &1 gu st oft
THIH B WRUTS & oY R fovar 71 T

Tax slabs
PN T

» The Finance Ministry also notified the new GST rates for tobacco products.
foa darerg A darg Idre! & forg =5 siwadt g¥ ot siftrgfaa &1
o Beedis have been moved to the 18% category from the now-defunct 28% slab.

N B! g TUE B TP 28% TS T BeTHR 18% At T a1 M1 B

e All other tobacco products have been moved to the 40% slab. These new rates will be
effective from February 1.

3 Tt dETE IS B 40% Tie W RHTARG foar mar 81 3 71 o¥ 1 BRadt § gurdt gt
e The GST compensation cess was to end in 2022.

Sieadt effaygfd Sus o1 3id 2022 T g1 4TI

e However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the cess collections were not enough to
compensate the States and so the Centre borrowed money to compensate them.

BT, BIIS-19 HETHRY & HRUI JUBR UG AUl BT HRUTS & 1T vl g1 oT, SHAY s
3¢ G3MTaST oA & g 4 IYR fer |

¢ Hence, it was extended until 2026, with the proceeds being used to repay the loan.
sﬂﬁm, 3 2026 TH TGMAT 7T, @Tgﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂﬂ@ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬂ|

¢ With the impending end of the loan, the government on September 22, 2025, removed the
incidence of the cess on most items except on tobacco products.
B0 DI JATGT AP 3 IR INBR A 22 Rdax 2025 &1 dGEH IATG] BT DISHR SHABIR
Sl IR IuRR el fea

o From February 1, 2026, the cess will no longer apply on these items either, eectively ending

it.
1 BRat 2026 I 37 a3l W ol IuHR AR ! T3, For a9 SHHT Yura ofd g1 S|

o Finally, the Ministry introduced a new valuation mechanism for tobacco products such as
chewing tobacco, altar khaini, jarda, scented tobacco, and gutkha, whereby the GST
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value would be determined based on the retail sale price declared on the package.

3fdd:, U 3 g aTel 91, fheex @, sief, Juifta darg aﬁ?w@ﬁmm
% 17 wp 7 Heaicht woTeh IR &, ﬁm%?lsavﬂw‘aqﬁ R 9T a1 fasst gea
& YR TR T [T ST |

Need for dedicated cess
AT SUBR F TS

¢ Regarding the Health Security se National Security Act, 2025, the Ministry justified the
inclusion of the national security aspect by saying that conventional tax revenues cannot
always guarantee funding for national security functions, and so a dedicated cess is needed
for the purpose.

e A Reie gae, 2025 & o |, HaTery 3 AP GR&T uge H

S B P T8 Hod gU 3Id 381 b URURS P Iod GHRN AP TR &rrw:ﬁasﬁmm
IRFA T8 HR T, SARIT T JAYT ISR SMaWF g

e “General tax revenues are subject to competing developmental priorities and cannot always
guarantee sustained long-term funding for core national security functions,” the FAQ note
said.

THUH] AYe & el T4, “Gg o Iord ufaead fasmarers mufiraarst & oefiF 81d § 3R
THRN YT BT GR&f BT o g deiapiferes Fad faaayor gRfEa Te o= gdal”

¢ “A dedicated purpose-specific cess enables the Union to create a non-lapsable,
predictable [Ifinancial stream that supports multiyear security preparedness,
technological upgradation, capacity creation, and advanced equipment procurement —
without increasing the tax burden on the general population or raising broad-based rates such
as GST”

T guifd IExT-FARY Iue &% & W-aWad, qaigaa faxia i 59 § 9em s
2, 51l agaufa gRam I, ah-iet TG, et AT iR Iad SUHRUN BT TG B
YT BT § — 9T 3 a1 R HR 91 9¢I¢ 7 Sfiedd) Sft s &% 9l

Has housing become prohibitively expensive in Indian cities?
oS i Economy e

revenue you extract from land by auctioning it
to the highest bidder and permitting the highest

gy

[ PARLEY ] "

y» FAR, the more prices can be pushed up. And
=i oti, kapda aur makaan (roti, clothes, At the heart of India’s housing crisis is the real | they think that this is how a city gets enriched —
> and housing) has been a poiltical estate-ded model of urban development.In | because the higher the value of transaction, the
e Lo promise for decades in India. Now, i Lk i decatés we Hiave sesiiBie higher the value of land, the higher the taxes
. . with housing becoming increasingly . JEvece 3 ok that the city can claim. The document
—— expensive, makaan has been taken out of the 'ﬂ" ’?‘"'h’“_‘ fncr ‘l*‘.""'k{;‘ ",’"_‘“‘v":‘fl - completely misses the fundamental purpose of
architectloc  equation in urban India. In Patna, for instance, nancial asset rather than asocial good. city planning and city management, which is to
vl buying a 2 BHK (bedroom, hall, kitchen) costs TIKENDER SINGH PANWAR give everyone the opportunity to grow
decadeswho  over 21 crore. This i the case i other rapidly economically and give them spatial justice.

has helped

practices into
curricula for
architecture
students

urbanising cities as well. In metropolises such as
Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad, and Bengaluru, it
can be twice the amount or more, making
ownership of a house out of reach for most
indians. According to the World Bank, the per
capita income in India is ¥2,42,487.70 (2024).
However, this does not reflect income inequality
uals and across States, which is

T2l and Tikender Singh Pamwar discuse the
question in a conversation moderated by Serish
Nanisetti. Edited excerpts:

Why is India in a grip of a housing crisis?

Ashok B. Lall: Economists explain the shortage
of housing and the rising costs of housing in

High-rise apartments overiook Mullakathuva Cheruvu near Hitech City in
Hyderabad. SOOHANT THAKUR

location, and at the wrong price. When you see
cities such as Mumbai, Delhi, and Bengaluru,
and even smaller urban centres, you will see a
paradox. It is that lakhs of vacant houses coexist

TSP: The sociological consequences of
unaffordable housing are profound and long
lasting. When a large share of the population

‘Therefore, it is a fundamental flaw in the
political and economic imagination of policy.

Can transit

cannot afford stable housing, citi
of permanent insecurity. Families postpone
education, healtheare, and social mobility o pay
rent; they cannot stay in the city if they are
unable to pay the rent. And migrants remain
unregistered, invisible, and politically voiceless.
So informality becomes the norm. And more
dangerously, housing exclusion fractures the
idea of urban citizenship. If you are not able to

your right to the ity framework gets fractured.
This eventually leads to a ghettoisation and it is a
kind of apartheid. People who build cities ~
construction workers, sanitation workers, care
workers, and so on - are systematically denied

ABL: This transit solution is alright but only if
the alternative locations they connect to have
social amenities that are required for building a
reasonably well-rounded, healthy, and
prosperous life. But if transit is mostly seen as
transportation, with everything else thrown to
the winds, then no, it is not a solution. If you
look at Singapore’s case, at the new townships
that have been set up around the heart of the
old city of Singapore, some 5 or 7 or 10
kilometres away, there are very good transit
connections. Each of those townships is fully
developed. That is the imagination you want.

Panwar desirable locations as a problem of demand and with overcrowded slums or informal the right to live within them. There is a great Let’s also look at the Dutch example. Every
former Deputy  supply. But there is another angle to it and it has settlements. At the heart of India’s housing crisis | Indian segregation, especially of the development ~ even of commercial housing in a
ayor of 10 do with urban policies and urban land is the real estate-led model of urban marginalised sections: the Dalits and Muslims. | municipality ~ has to designate a certain section
‘Shimla and management. Let's say a house or a flat of 1,500 development. In the last three decades, we have | And what will happen to the children? They as social housing. This is where the pricing of
ety square feet is priced at 21 crore. The cost of seen how housing has increasingly functioned as | inherit not just poverty, but also instability. housing for rental and for purchase is kept at
::";ﬁ ‘;‘;:e construction would be 3,000 per sq ft at the a financial asset rather than a social good. Land - v half the value of the market value. That is how
Caliit . m flat is being sold at more than 1 is being hoarded, apartments are parked, and the bulk of the population that is below the

that mean? It means that 350

does
lal.h or {5) hkh is attributable to the advantage
of the location, the price of land, the profit that
the developer wants to make on it.

The problem we are facing is land policy. In
the open market, people acquire land at very

the land, and then ask for high FARs (Floor Area
Ratio) or permission to build a lot on the same

Pakesafordable housing unaforcable.

Tikender Singh Panwar: This s a social
question. It emerges when what I call shelter is
transformed from a social necessity into a
commodity, subject to speculation, rent
extraction, and unequal power relations. Nearly
150 years of Friedrich Engels’ observations (The
Condition of the Working Class in England, 1845),
we confront the same contradiction, only
amplified by what we call financialisation, land
monopolies, and state retreat.

Housing in Indian cities today is not
unaffordable because houses are scarce. Houses
are abundant, but in the wrong form, the wrong

stores of value and housing supplies calibrated
not to need, but to purchasing power. The state
largely plays the role of facilitator.

Whatare the. snclulngial implications when
afford to

Isthere  play book o addressthis housing
crisis in In

TSP: 1 would say there is no single solution, but
there is direction for sure. Vacant housing and

a
owna hmue or even dr!lm ofit?

ABL: It is about time the state and the
government recognise that one of the essential
features of a stable polity and a stable economy
is access to affordable housing for al citizens in
locations and places that support their progress
in life. Let’s look at the Singapore model

(Former Prime Minister) Lee Kuan Yew h.\d said
at the beginning of the very large housing
prograroine tha Singapore would il uness
70-80% of its population was given affordable
homes, the necessary comforts and security,
and were well connected to the city and to the
urban economic system. In the 1960s and ‘70s,
Singapore passed legislation that preserved land
at certain prices so that it was taken out of
speculative markets. It is not necessary for us to
own homes, but we need to have affordable
rental housing in favourable locations.

land must be brought into use
with anti-speculation measures. Land policy is
central. This means mobilising vacant housing
and underutilised land through taxation,
inclusionary zoning, and other regulatory
measures to curb speculation. In the Kerala
Urban Policy Commission, what we have
recommended s a kind of inverse taxation. If
you are occupying a house, then there is one tax
skab, and if you are not occupying one, then you
will be paying more. But laws alone, as we know,
are insufficient without political will. So, housing
reforms must challenge entrenched interests
and therefore require a democratic reimagining
of the city.

ABL: A recent document that I read by Niti
Aayog views the city and land as assets for
making money and increasing the GDP. Not as a
place to live, where everyone can share and
prosper equally. They believe that the more

‘median income level gets integrated into the city
economy. The enabling action is to integrate the
population below the economic median line into
the economy of the city as rapidly as possible.
The purpase of urban development is to help
society to develop.

TSP: New housing supply often worsens
exclusion by pushing the poor further to the
peripher reasing commuting costs, and
fragmenting social life. Looking at transit to
address the housing question is too premature.
‘What are the drivers of economic conditions?
Those need to be kept in mind. I would like to
place the market-oriented solution in
perspective. More than cheap passes or
‘commute access, it is the larger ecosystem that
needs to be borne in mind. Which way do we
want India’s urbanisation to go?

Tolisten to the fullinterview
Scan the code or go to the link
swvw thehingu com
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Has housing become prohibitively expensive in Indian cities?

T HRATT e § I SafIes 7e 81 T 872

e Roti, kapda aur makaan (roti, clothes, and housing) has been a political promise for decades
in India.
A, HYST 3R THH (HIoH, FIS 3R IR TUHT ¥ HRA H T A1 draT eT 8|
¢ Now, with housing becoming increasingly expensive, makaan has been taken out of the
equation in urban India.
3fd, ST & TIAR AT B & 1Y, TG YRA B Tb™ BT B0 I 916R I e T |
e In Patna, for instance, buying a 2 BHK (bedroom, hall, kitchen) costs over 1 crore.
IRV & T, ge1 & 2 Sivesd (Ss&H, 81, fhem) Tied Bt anTd €1 $AS J 3D 2|
e This is the case in other rapidly urbanising cities as well.
3 et & WEPU R g Vel A Wi ugl RUfd 7

¢ In metropolises such as Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad, and Bengaluru, it can be twice the
amount or more, makir;%;wnership of a house out of reach for most Indians.

feeeh, Has, RRTETE 3R ST oY HEFTRY & I8 R S a1 S99 4t 3ifires €1 Febelt €,
oy srfdremter YRdT & fore eR &1 mifeies s Srivd 81 T B

e According to the World Bank, the per capita income in India is ¥2,42,487.70 (2024).
fay 9% & AR, YRA ¥ Ufd ufda 3ima 22,42,487.70 (2024) B

e However, this does not reflect income inequality among individuals and across States, which
is extremely wide.
gTaiier, g faadl iR Il & sitd AT TS T SR BT g Gt g

e Has housing become prohibitively expensive in Indian cities?
T YR e T ST 3fAfdies TG g1 7T 82

e Ashok B. Lall and Tikender Singh Panwar discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Serish Nanisetti. Edited excerpts:

NS &t T SR fedhrer Rig Tar 30 vy W IR MRS gR1 Tanferd ardia & ==i
Pd ol Jurfed 3

Why is India in the grip of a housing crisis?
YR SHTART HHe B gue | Tl 82

¢ Ashok B. Lall: Economists explain the shortage of housing and the rising costs of housing in
desirable locations as a problem of demand and supply.

3N . Tect: SRR aiS- WA & TR Bt HHT 3R Fgalt AT ! AT 3R 3Mfed &t
TR & FU E g9 § |

e Butthere is another angle to it and it has to do with urban policies and urban land
management.

AP STHT T 3R Usq ff § 3IR a5 et ot oik wredt yfty v A Je1 71
e Let’s say a house or a flat of 1,500 square feet is priced at ¥1 crore.
A T 1,500 97 Pe &1 T TR I1 Tie 1 RS H 9w @1 3|
e The cost of construction would be ¥3,000 per sq ft at the most.
fafor &) amra siftreraw 23,000 ufa ot we gft
e Yet, the flat is being sold at more than ¥1 crore.
A 1Y, wle 21 PRSI 31T | 91 o @I 3
¢ What does that mean?
@1 1 o1 82
¢ It means that ¥50 lakh or 55 lakh is attributable to the advantage of the location, the price of
land, the profit that the developer wants to make on it.

%sﬂwaﬂf%%%so ARG T %55 ARG RIF & a1, YH &) d iR STAWR & TATh & BRI
|
e The problem we are facing is land policy.

&1 TORT o T T bR 38 © 98 YiH a1
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In the open market, people acquire land at very low prices, wait for the city to grow, hold on to
the land, and then ask for high FARs (Floor Area Ratio) or permission to build a lot on the
same piece of land and sell it.

T IR § AN 9gd HH HIAd | 98 TG §, R B Fe- BT Sq9IR Hd &, S BI Ad
TEd g, 3R bR I T IR I YW SR (Welk T IRm) a1 ¢ifdes fafor ot srafa
AT & 3R I 9T & 5|

In this way, the land policy of the state and of the city administration makes affordable
housing unaffordable.

T UHR, IT 3R WER YR &1 Y ifd fHwradt siary &1 qgm a1 &<t ]

Tikender Singh Panwar: This is a social question.

fedhex Rig UaR: I8 T 9HI® Uy 5

It emerges when what | call shelter is transformed from a social necessity into a commodity,
subject to speculation, rent extraction, and unequal power relations.

g 9 I BIdT § OId fordl H 3M19/T FHedl §, 98 I aadhdl § Faads gedret, fam
T 3R SR et el arelt axg & il 3|

Nearly 150 years of Friedrich Engels’ observations (The Condition of the Working Class in
England, 1845), we confront the same contradiction, only amplified by what we call
financialisation, land monopolies, and state retreat.

Wse T & a1 150 99 R RwldrN (3775 7 9% a7f @7 RUfa, 1845) & a1g o,
B I fARIUTHI BT AT IR E &, of 3F faftaswor, yft THifaR R g &1 Ui g
D YfeT I 3R 9¢ T ]I

Housing in Indian cities today is not unaffordable because houses are scarce.

3o HRGTA TR H 1A U He T 81 § i oI 1 B gl

Houses are abundant, but in the wrong form, the wrong location, and at the wrong price.

TR TR T H 8, Al 7Ted =0 H, 7Ted RIF R SR Tad HIAd &R

When you see cities such as Mumbai, Delhi, and Bengaluru, and even smaller urban
centres, you will see a paradox.

T 3T Hag, fawelt oiR ATge S e 3R T8t d S 1 Wedt sl &l Wd 7, A Ub
ey feaan g

It is that lakhs of vacant houses coexist with overcrowded slums or informal settlements.
Tg  fob ol @rett o HigHTS arelt gl a1 o= Skl & 91 He- i@ | § |
At the heart of India’s housing crisis is the real estate-led model of urban development.
YR & 3MaTE Tebe & dg A KT Te-3uiid wgd e disa 71

In the last three decades, we have seen how housing has increasingly functioned as a
financial asset rather than a social good.

%ﬁﬁgﬂﬁﬁ@%%mwﬁmﬁﬁmwﬁa@ﬁ%wﬁm
W

Land is being hoarded, apartments are parked, and stores of value and housing supplies
calibrated not to need, but to purchasing power.

¥ ST BT S IET B, SMUTEHe WTeH I O 38 8, SR AT B SMYfef SHTIRgehal & Soidd v
Tfdd & SFIIR 99 1 o 381 3
The state largely plays the role of facilitator.

T {3 U Y U g1 B YT FHHTe 3

What are the sociological implications when a large percentage of people cannot
afford to own a house or even dream of it?

o9 T8} ATETE TR WS T IYHT HUAT 3@ # ot Ferd T g, o 39S AT g
UHTd T 8Id 82

ABL: It is about time the state and the government recognise that one of the essential
features of a stable polity and a stable economy is access to affordable housing for all citizens
in locations and places that support their progress in life.

TSIUA: 3F IHT 31 T § o I 3R IRBR g WIHR Bx (b Th fRR eI 3R RR
faRyT ) T 3Ry faRiwar guft AT B Sitas § WIfd & 3rded M TR Pt
ST & USRI 5 |
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Let’s look at the Singapore model.

33T RITYR Aisd &l < |

(Former Prime Minister) Lee Kuan Yew had said at the beginning of the very large housing
programme that Singapore would fail unless 70-80% of its population was given affordable

homes.

(48 T oY HIT g A FHeT o1 S A 70-80% SMETE! BT fHPwhradt @R 781 fau 7w, at
RITIYR ST g1 S|

In the 1960s and ‘70s, Singapore passed legislation that preserved land at certain prices so
that it was taken out of speculative markets.

1960 3T 1970 & <-1H A RITTR 7 W S F1¢ o2 4fty &1 FAfya Sival w Wi fasan
T 3R 3 FeaTol IR 9 S1eR 3@ |

It is not necessary for us to own homes, but we need to have affordable rental housing in
favourable locations.

AR foIU eR &1 A1feres 811 ifard =161 8, Af srdd A1 W fhwhrard o & Sfmary
TS g
TSP: The sociological consequences of unaffordable housing are profound and long lasting.

B A BT B F FHCERIRG YR e R ddaiies g

When a large share of the population cannot afford stable housing, cities become sites of
permanent insecurity.

O STETE) BT T87 o fRUR ATy a8+ T8l = UTdT, ) WeR W SRREN & &g & oId 71
Families postpone education, healthcare, and social mobility to pay rent.

RaR faman g & forg fRren, Wareg Jar iR gt fasfiedr & erd <d g

And migrants remain unregistered, invisible, and politically voiceless.

3R Yt siusligrd, 3Ry SR AeHIfdd wu § AR s | |
So informality becomes the norm.
&H%thwaqwﬁ%l

And more dangerously, housing exclusion fractures the idea of urban citizenship.

3R 3o ot 31f¥re WaRAIE T8 § o 3mary § dferd g1 Xedt ARGl Bt SaURN & s Sl

o
This eventually leads to a ghettoisation and it is a kind of apartheid.
g 3fdd: YSIHRUI BI 3R A Il § 3R I8 U YHR b1 VT 3

People who build cities — construction workers, sanitation workers, care workers, and so on
— are systematically denied the right to live within them.

S AT 2R 1 § — i ifies, Twesar o, Syra et sife — I oafyd U § 31
eI 3 6 b SRR A dRId b SaT B

There is a great Indian segregation, especially of the marginalized sections: the Dalits and
Muslims.

YR o T g1 faursH g, faive g1 & ot — gferal ok goem = 1
And what will happen to the children?

3R Sl T T ghIT?

They inherit not just poverty, but also instability.

J bad Te & el sfcep SRR f fovrgd § urd g

Is there a play book to address this housing crisis in India?

T YR A 39 31919 Have A fAueq & forw oig anfelier 82

TSP: | would say there is no single solution, but there is direction for sure.
gt § BT & BIS T IHYUM el 8, A o= SR g1

Vacant housing and underutilised land must be brought into use with anti-speculation
measures.

ﬁmﬁmmaﬁwﬁ@aﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁm%wumﬁwm
|

Land policy is central.

Yy Fifd g B
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This means mobilising vacant housing and underutilised land through taxation, inclusionary
zoning, and other regulatory measures to curb speculation.

3T 31 § HRIYM, FATARN ST 3R 3= Famres IuTal & A1eqH 9 @eht 3aT 3R HH
JUART ATt YA B Afohd H=AT|

In the Kerala Urban Policy Commission, what we have recommended is a kind of inverse
taxation.

H e Uiferit U T 507 T TSR & Iee HIUH B RGN 31 |

If you are occupying a house, then there is one tax slab, and if you are not occupying one,
then you will be paying more.

MG MY TR H I TP  ff U R Td BT, STR TS 3110 LT X8 X8 & dl el S o 1
BT

But laws alone, as we know, are insufficient without political will.

Afr=1 ST o 81 STFd ©, oI S3TRIfad & foT dhad S gaf el ]

So, housing reforms must challenge entrenched interests and therefore require a democratic
reimagining of the city.

SR, 3T URT B! o gU Rl & g 1 Fft 3ik 39 oy wer @1 Apdite

I euT TR |

ABL: A recent document that | read by Niti Aayog views the city and land as assets for
making money and increasing the GDP.

wsiua: e 3T & U giferar Txara H WeR SR YW B U HHM SR SHSiht o™ @t
Ui & U & S\ T3

Not as a place to live, where everyone can share and prosper equally.

7 T T RIM & ¥ H T61 g% Pls IHH FY J 38 9P 3R G 51 95 |

They believe that the more revenue you extract from land by auctioning it to the highest
bidder and permitting the highest FAR, the more prlces can be pushed up.

ST T 2 b Y Y I Sielardl S T B3 3R IoaH THUAR FF A 29
o 31fres IToRa FAdeTar STe, I € HIEd dgIS S Tahd § 1

The document completely misses the fundamental purpose of city planning and city
management.

XAV TMER Ao 3R Ut & d 3539 &1 T a8 § ToRS{ETe &l 7|

Which is to give everyone the opportunity to grow economically and give them spatial justice.
S i @aft ) anffer = | g7 BT SR 1 3R 37 RS =1 UgH ST 8|

Therefore, it is a fundamental flaw in the political and economic imagination of policy.

3fem, T +fify Pt Ierifaed iR o weumt & T g Sw Bl

Can transit solutions solve this problem?

T URag JHIYTH 59 THHT & 8 B JPd 872

ABL: This transit solution is alright but only if the alternative locations they connect to have
social amenities that are required for building a reasonably well-rounded, healthy, and
prosperous life.

TduE: gRag T Tt e @ S R oo wHl A g8 T ?, 981 U i, W
IR g S & T saxges Frmfore giaemd 8|

But if transit is mostly seen as transportation, with everything else thrown to the winds, then
no, it is not a solution.

Afop afe IRag B Had SMAFHA & U H 38T AT 3R §1h! 96 Torsfars o2 fGa1 9, d
Tg Y eI & |

If you look at Singapore’s case, at the new townships that have been set up around the heart
of the old city, there are very good transit connections.

gfe 3ma RITTYR & A 1 4, T QR R b g & AU ST 7Y ¢ 3R H g
33! uRag g g

Each of those townships is fully developed.

I O Ud® ersARM g avE fawRa 71

That is the imagination you want.

Tg! a8 el § [ord! SHTaRadhdl g
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Let’s also look at the Dutch example.

33U S IQTERVT D1 41 3|

Every development — even of commercial housing in a municipality — has to designate a
certain section as social housing.

& AP — Tg] ao o Tt TRuTfereT & arfoifcue smar &1 Hf — T (e fewd &t
I SMTaT & =0 B Feiid w1 giar g

This is where the pricing of housing for rental and for purchase is kept at half the value of the
market value.
T5T fomm @ik Tdie & fRTw 3mamy &) SIAd SNk Yed & 318 IR I St 31
That is how the bulk of the population that is below the median income level gets integrated
|nto the city economy.

3T TR W = BT SABTRT AT e BT srfcqaw & 2mfiet g1 urchl 5|
The enablmg action is to integrate the population below the economic median line into the
economy of the city as rapidly as possible.

TETIH heH I8 & fob 3nfdfer Sigd Xar § 2 1 3irarct o) gureitsr 2R i rfogay o
i e S|

The purpose of urban development is to help society to develop.

e AT F1 I TS &1 faHRId FH3 B TeTadl B 5|

TSP: New housing supply often worsens exclusion by pushing the poor further to the
peripheries.

W;%m%wnﬁﬁﬁgmﬁmwmﬁwﬁ
|

Increasing commuting costs, and fragmenting social life.

Y TANTHT Td St 8 iR IS Sfiia @fsd giar gl
Looking at transit to address the housing question is too premature.
3TATE U &b FHIYM & oY Pae URagT IR &M &1 9§ Segarol 2
What are the drivers of economic conditions?

31fes ufkfRufert & ardis o1 g2

Those need to be kept in mind.

3¢ & H T T H B

I would like to place the market-oriented solution in perspective.

A SR-3 JHTYM P URYeT T a1 g

More than cheap passes or commute access, it is the larger ecosystem that needs to be
borne in mind.

T U T TR T F 34fdes, ¥ uikfRufaet dF o e § 3@ I g

Which way do we want India’s urbanisation to go?

BH HRd & TBAHRUI B! 5y fomm & & 51 =g 82
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India allows banks
to sponsor pension
funds under NPS

Reuters
MUMBAI

India’s pension fund regu-
lator has allowed banks to
sponsor pension funds
that will manage monies
under the National Pen-
sion System (NPS), in a bid
to bolster competition in
the sector.

The Pension Fund Regu-
latory and Development
Authority (PFRDA), which
oversees assets worth
more than $177 billion, said
in a statement on Wednes-
day that it had given in-
principle approval for
banks to independently set
up pension funds to man-
age the NPS, subject to elig-
ibility norms aligned with
the Reserve Bank of India’s
guidelines.

Meet eligibility criteria
Banks will have to meet
eligibility criteria linked to
net worth, market capitali
sation, and prudential
soundness, it added.

Currently, banks serve
as points of presence, han-
dling subscriber registra-
tions, contributions, and
other system services.

Some existing pension
funds have ties to financial
institutions, including
banks.

In Dec last vear.
PFRDA allowed NPS
to invest in gold

silver exchange
traded funds

At present, there are as
many as 10 registered pen-
sion funds with the Pen-
sion Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority.

Broader reforms

The change is part of
broader reforms by the
regulator.

In December last year,
the PFRDA allowed NPS
subscribers to invest in
gold and silver exchange-
traded funds, the Nifty 50
index, and Alternative In-
vestment Funds.

Fee revised
The regulator also revised
the Investment Manage-
ment Fee structure for
pension funds starting
April 1, 2026, according to
the latest release.
Additionally, three new
trustees have been ap-
pointed to the NPS Trust
Board, including Dinesh
Kumar Khara, a former
chairman of the country’s
largest lender, the State
Bank of India.

B I, T S ST

Currently, banks serve as points of presence, handling subscriber registrations, contributions,
and other system services.

I #, S @rge 3t Uoid & U H P B g, 96l d A6 BT USirUl, T 3R 3
oMl HaTd YT & |
Some existing pension funds have ties to financial institutions, including banks.

PO Hielel UTF el & e G, e 9o off e 8, 3 dey g

India allows banks to sponsor
pension funds under NPS

YR A d] &Y TN & dgd U2+
S URISTd $31 BT gHfa &

e India’s pension fund regulator has allowed
banks to sponsor pension funds that will manage
monies under the National Pension System
(NPS), in a bid to bolster competition in the
sector.

HRd & UTH s Fame 7 87 & ufowyf 9gm &
I A ¥ 1 Az U Rved (Tdies) &
q8d Y TS B It URH B U 6 Dt
AT A R

e The Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA), which
oversees assets worth more than $177 billion,
said in a statement on Wednesday that it had
given in-principle approval for banks to
independently set up pension funds to manage
the NPS, subject to eligibility norms aligned with
the Reserve Bank of India’s guidelines.

U2 %8 fAame iR fae wiftewor
(AUHEIRSIT), S $177 3RT I 3D B
IREURET @ GBvE R 8, 7 FUIR I Th
TIH § Fel i 37 HRd Rord d6 &
feenfAde & ey U At & e St
P TIUIEY Yeed & fa Wdd U 9 U3 B8
R B B! Jgifder A9 € 3

Meet eligibility criteria

AT AMES IR B gl

o Banks will have to meet eligibility criteria
linked to net worth, market capitalisation, and
prudential soundness, it added.

do! B e 9, AThe SfUcarsezH, 3R
fadeyuf faxfta geedar ¥ 98 u=d A @

e At present, there are as many as 10 registered pension funds with the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority.

oA ¥, UxF Hhe Fame SR fasm mifieor & Ay 10 Ueitgd 934 S §|

Broader reforms
MIP JUR

e The change is part of broader reforms by the regulator.

g Sead (A gRT {6 S @ s uRl &l e g1
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In December last year, the PFRDA allowed NPS subscribers to invest in gold and silver
exchange-traded funds, the Nifty 50 index, and Alternative Investment Funds.

frod o fadew §, fluweReEit A Tidicy wga! &1 W1 3R 91d) Traa-¢os s, A
50 39, 3R AHIUP A% s T 9% HA o} rgafa €t R

Fee revised

[P | A=A

The regulator also revised the Investment Management Fee structure for pension funds
starting April 1, 2026, according to the latest release.

& IR, Fame = 1 e 2026 T U Hel & oy A= yaem e Ia1
H off emed o g1
Additionally, three new trustees have been appointed to the NPS Trust Board, including

Dinesh Kumar Khara, a former chairman of the country’s largest lender, the State Bank of
India.

39S $ifaRad, TTUed g o918 4 &7 Y gt fgad fhu e 8, i 3w & ged o
BUGI Re 9 TP 3fear & gd siwe feAwr $uR @Rt i@ B

Global reinsurers from Spain, UK.,
Singapore queue up at Gift City

Avinash Nair
AHMEDABAD

Global reinsurance majors
from Spain, the UK. and
Singapore are lining up to
enter India’s International
Financial Services Centre
(IFSC) at Gift City, signall-
ing rising international
confidence in the coun-
try’s reinsurance ecosys-
tem under the Internation-
al Financial Services
Centre Authority (IFSCA).
According to applica-
tions filed with the IFSCA
in December, Madrid-
based Mapfre Re Compa-
nia De Reaseguros SA has
submitted an application
to be registered as an Insu-

y : 3

g27i Ll

%
A -

-

Insurers’ focus: A general view of the GIFT City in Gandhinagar,

Gujarat.

rance Office (IIO) for un-
dertaking reinsurance bu-
siness under the IFSCA
(Registration of Insurance
Business) Regulations,

2021. Mapfre Re is the glo-
bal reinsurance arm of
Spain’s MAPFRE Group,
headquartered in Madrid,
ranked among the world’s

largest reinsurers with op-
erations in over 100 coun-
tries through 18 offices.

In a similar move, Lon-
don-based C&C Insurance
Group, a specialty insu-
rance and reinsurance
platform, also applied for
reinsurance presence in
GIFT City through an IFSC
entity named C&C RE IFSC
Private Ltd., seeking ap-
proval to operate as an I10.

Adding to the list, Partn-
er Reinsurance Asia Pte
Ltd, headquartered in Sin-
gapore, has also filed an
application with the IFSCA
to undertake reinsurance
business from GIFT City.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Global reinsurers from Spain, U.K., Singapore queue up at GIFT City

W, g.%., RITR ¥ afye dfamedat e Rdt § sar &

Global reinsurance majors from Spain, the U.K. and Singapore are lining up to enter
India’s International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) at GIFT City, signalling rising
international confidence in the country’s reinsurance ecosystem under the International
Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA).

T, g.3. 3R REMQR & 9 qdian & o1 g Suf-ar YRd & of faxta dar
Pz (SmSTmTH) firve RId & vaw & e sar o €, S &f ot Jar S wiftreor
(ATETHTHAHIY) & ded 3U P T SHIRREH § ed e R &1 Gbd a1 g

According to applications filed with the IFSCA in December, Madrid-based Mapfre Re
Compania De Reaseguros SA has submitted an application to be registered as an
Insurance Office (110) for undertaking reinsurance business under the IFSCA
(Registration of Insurance Business) Regulations, 2021.

fedaR T STSUBTIRITT & UM SRR 3HldeHl & SFNR, Afgs fRua auwh ¥ st St
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TR TOT 7 ATTHEEAIY (7 sgaamy Usitewon fafmm, 2021 & dgad gadfar
AT FR- & [T SRANW ST (M3 3TF3M) & FY H Uoiiavr g e URdd [ gl
Mapfre Re is the global reinsurance arm of Spain’s MAPFRE Group, headquartered in
Madrid, ranked among the world’s largest reinsurers with operations in over 100 countries
through 18 offices.

A ¥, W F AP TG B! AfyF galr 378 3, o qemag Afgs 7 7, ik 78 18
Praferal & AT T 100 | P =M T gRETeH & Y g & 9ad g8 (A iaearet §
M g

In a similar move, London-based C&C Insurance Group, a specialty insurance and
reinsurance platform, also applied for reinsurance presence in GIFT City through an IFSC
entity named C&C RE IFSC Private Ltd., seeking approval to operate as an I10.

T TR & HeA 1, W@m@ﬂ@%ﬂg@’lﬁgﬂ ot faRiy dtar ok gAdfar v §, 3
it te Ht eRE ersu TRl urgde fofies Ame smsun T 3T & H1erH ¥ e fdt o
YA IufRufd & forg amae fran § oIk sngamsait & =u o Tara o et Al g

Adding to the list, Partner Reinsurance Asia Pte Ltd, headquartered in Singapore, has also
filed an application with the IFSCA to undertake reinsurance business from GIFT City.

Tt 7 3R Shed g, RETQR Tremag arelt urdaR Sgzavy ufkm ur. 7. 3 of five Rdt @
YT a3 & [ STETHTHHT &b U 3M1deH aRR fBar g
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Commercial cylinder price up by 111, ATF cut by 7%
Tifvrius Ridss @1 $ad 2111 91, THUE § 7% ®erdt

2. | Anti-cholesterol drugs may reduce risk of death in diabetes patients’
Frawera-d gart ayls AR § gg & FIRaT B FH B Jodl &

3. | U.S. FDA approves motion sickness drug from Vanda Pharmaceuticals
YUY, ThIIT A 9iS1 BrHIfeHed B 7IXM - ga1 &1 el &

4. | Hair loss drug use by mothers may pose risks to infants, finds analysis

ATaTSM GIRT 84% A1 gdT &1 SUaRT R & fire e 9e1 #= 9oar g,
fazeryor & uran T
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Commercial
cylinder price
up by 111,
ATF cut by 7%

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Price of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF), or jet fuel, was
reduced by 7.3% on Thurs-
day, while commercial
LPG rate was raised by %111
per cylinder, as state-
owned oil marketing com-
panies implemented their
monthly price revisions
aligned with global fuel
benchmarks.

The ATF price in Delhi
was cut by ¥7,353.75 a kilo-
litre, or 7.3%, to ¥92,323.02
per kl, according to fuel re-
tailers. The latest reduc-
tion is expected to ease
pressure on airlines.

The price of a 19-kg
commercial LPG cylinder
used by hotels and restau-
rants was hiked by a steep
¥l to 1,691.50 in Delhi.

Winter heating require-
ment have pushed up LPG
rates in global markets.

Commercial cylinder price up by ¥111, ATF cut by
7%

grfoisu® fRidss &1 Fivd 2111 91, THTH A 7%
Ferdl

The price of aviation turbine fuel (ATF), or jet fuel, was
reduced by 7.3% on Thursday, while commercial LPG rate was
raised by ¥111 per cylinder, as state-owned oil marketing
companies implemented their monthly price revisions aligned
with global fuel benchmarks.

TFATRM eXars+ WA (TEUW) AT Wi WA &1 DHIAd TSaR B 7.3%
HeTs 1Ts, Safe arforfeds Tadist e & 2111 ufd Rids o sgiadt
D1 TS, TP ISy WA arel ad fauvH Hufaal 3 e Suq
ATHTS & ITEY T AR T AN AR B
. The ATF price in Delhi was cut by ¥7,353.75 a kilolitre, or
7.3%, t0 ¥92,323.02 per kl, according to fuel retailers.
U G fasharsii & SrIuR, faweht # vdiuw &t @iud 7,353.75
%ﬁrﬁwh?ﬂa, T 7.3%, TR 292,323.02 Ufd fopreieiier o &t

I
. The latest reduction is expected to ease pressure on
airlines.
TdaH Pl Y TIRATSH R 619 HH 84 &I IWE §1
) The price of a 19-kg commercial LPG cylinder used by
hotels and restaurants was hiked by a steep ¥111 to ¥1,691.50 in
Delhi.
gled 3R YRl § IUANT g a1t 19 fhatm & aforfsus gadish
Rrds? 3t SHd & 2111 $1 79 Fglasl HR 39 feeett | 21,691.50 I
fezm |

. Winter heating requirements have pushed up LPG rates in
global markets.

;ﬁﬁ%w%mmmﬁmﬁﬁw
|

Anti-cholesterol drugs may reduce risk of death
in diabetes patients’

Prevera- A gart wydy ARG § g F
W& B HH T THdl §

. Statins, which help treat high cholesterol, may
significantly reduce risk of death and major cardiovascular
events in adults with type 2 diabetes, including among

‘Anti-cholesterol drugs may reduce
risk of death in diabetes patients’

NECS saT ]

Statins, which help treat high cholesterol, may significantly reduce
risk of death and major cardiovascular events in adults with type 2
diabetes, including among those considered at low cardiovascular
risk, a study said. The findings published in Annals of Internal
Medicine challenge uncertainty about whether patients at the
lowest risk benefit from statin therapy, researchers said. pn

those considered at low cardiovascular risk, a study said.

R, o 3= HIAwRId & A H Hag HRd 8, TT3Y 2
UYAE ATl a0%D! & Y 3R U ged "ah geel &
Y DI Ie@-1d &4  HH HR obd o, ford o anT of
e & S @ g SRAW arell {191 ST 8, T 3ieqg |
CTRIIN

. The findings published in Annals of Internal

Medicine challenge uncertainty about whether patients at the
lowest risk benefit from statin therapy, researchers said.

Annals of Internal Medicine ¥ &I Ay g9 &ﬁmﬁﬁ?ﬁéﬁ%%wmm
R ard Tl 1 wefes Rt F @ e B, Mudpafsd I
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U.S. FDA approves motion sickness

drug from Vanda Pharmaceuticals
GSI:S&T
A

Vanda Pharmaceuticals has said that its drug for the prevention of
motion-induced vomiting was approved by the U.S. health

regulator, becoming the first treatment for the condition to receive
the nod in more than 40 years. The company expects to launch the
drug, Nereus, in the coming months. The drug works by blocking a

U.S. FDA approves motion sickness
drug from Vanda Pharmaceutlcals

e Vanda Pharmaceuticals has said that its
drug for the prevention of motion-induced
vomiting was approved by the U.S. health
regulator, becoming the first treatment for the
condition to receive the nod in more than 40

years.
qisT TR A Hl & [ HRE-URa et
DI AU & oY IYD! &al Dl YT, TTRY

e A A R, WH‘E’@@@%WM
qut ¥ 31w g & Wiepd g aral Ugal SUAR
CERIUIE]

e The company expects to launch the drug,
Nereus, in the coming months.

brain receptor linked to nausea and vomiting. reuters Ul TJhl[ Gj;lﬂar % G2 a8 \-’rﬂef a'lﬁ 'ﬁlﬁ -ﬁr ﬁm
(Nereus) 19 &dl DI dl= B
e The drug works by blocking a brain receptor linked to nausea and vomiting.
Ig gl Aad! 3R I I I3 ufkrss RAPT &l 3iavg ddb & B! g

Hair loss drug use by mothers may pose
risks to infants, finds analysis

ATATSHT §RT 2R I T &1 ITanT Riggaft
& forg Sifaw a1 o~ 9@ g, fazawor &
T T

e Mothers using minoxidil, a common hair loss drug,
could pose a risk of infantile hypertrichosis —
abnormal hair growth over the body, including in
areas not typically hairy, a global analysis suggests.

, Si1 T A 4R A1 4T &, BT SHaIT

Hair loss drug use by mothers may

ose risks to infants, finds analysis
P \ HRA qTel ATATE b -eT3d STERICH AT — T IRR
 EIE—— TR SR gTel @1 gie, o e ot <nfia § St
Mothers using minoxidil, acommon hair loss drug, could pose arisk  ITHTd: I T-|€f Eﬁ?f DI \_!m:@'q aaT PR Gl %, QW
of infantile hypertrichosis — abnormal hair growth over the body,
% afye faxawor gemar g1

including in areas not typically hairy, a global analysis suggests. o

Researchers from the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and ¢ Researchers from the Ministry of Health and

AlIMS, New Delhi, analysed 2,664 cases of minoxidil-suspected Family Welfare and AlIIMS, New Delhi, analysed
2,664 cases of minoxidil-suspected infantile

infantile hypertrichosis from around the world. 11
hypertrichosis from around the world.

IRAR HeToT HATAY 3R TR, 718 faeedt & Mydpdtsi A gfar R ¥
ﬁqﬁ%ﬁmmwﬁm$zes4mmﬁwm|
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1. | T.N. revises rules on use of mining operation funds

affreHTg A W9 SErad [t & SuaiT W) Al § SRy fear

2. | Why does India need climate-resilient agriculture?

YRd &I Saarg-asiiel $iY B Araxaeddr &= 872

/e

3. | The Aravalli question faces the brunt of India’s fondness for ‘strategic
exemptions’

SRTTA | ST Y YUHIfAdD el & Ufd HRd B S ST WIS Y

T.N. revises rules
on use of mining
operation funds

Dennis 8. esu!asan

CHENNAIT

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has revised the Dis-
trict Mineral Foundation
(DMF) Rules regarding the
use of funds from the Dis-
trict Mineral Trust for the
benefit of people and areas
affected by mining-related
operations.

The Tamil Nadu District
Mineral Foundation Rules,
2025, notified a few days
ago, would supersede the
Tamil Nadu District Miner-
al Foundation Rules, 2017.

As per the revised rules,
if the holder of a mining
lease, composite license,
quarry lease, or permit
contravenes the rule re-
garding contributions to
the fund, they will be pe-
nalised with an amount
equivalent to a one-time
payment of the contribu-
tion, in addition to the con-
tribution to be paid, along
with 12% of interest, for the
period of contravention.

Earlier, as per the Tamil
Nadu District Mineral
Foundation Rules, 2017,
such contravention was
punishable with imprison-
ment up to two years, or
fine extending to %5 lakh,
or both.

In case of continuing
contravention, the penalty
includes additional fine
that may extend to
¥50,000 for each day dur-
ing which contravention
continues after the first
conviction.

The District Collector
concerned would be the
chairperson of the District
Mineral Foundation Trust,
Managing Committee, as

Funds must be spent on high
priority areas such as drinking
water supply, the rules say.

well as the Governing
Council of the DMF.

All payments of royalty
or seigniorage fee must be
collected with the Trust
Fund component and no
royalty or seigniorage fee
shall be accepted without
mandatory contribution
towards the Trust Fund.

The rules specify that a
minimum of 70% of the
Trust Fund must be spent
only on the directly affect-
ed area, as well as for high-
priority sectors such as
drinking water supply, en-
vironment preservation,
health care, education,
and welfare of women.

Endowment fund

The districts having an an-
nual collection of 10 crore
or more shall maintain an
endowment fund with a
reasonable amount not ex-
ceeding 10% of the annual
receipts for providing sus-
tainable livelihoods. This
fund shall be used to create
and sustain livelihoods in
areas where mining activi-
ty has been halted due to
any reason, including ex-
haustion of minerals.

T.N. revises rules on use of mining operation

fund
?r&lmuns A 9 T Aty & SuERT R
frau o "=ned foear

. The Tamil Nadu government has revised the District
Mineral Foundation (DMF) Rules regarding the use of
funds from the District Mineral Trust for the benefit of
people and areas affected by mining-related operations.

AETg RPR A T Y Haifera fafafea 9 guifad amn
3R &=t & aH & fore f3fReae fFRa wISS=H (DMF)
ol o fefeae firra oxe o (Al & Iuanr ¥ Hefda
e fear g1

° The Tamil Nadu District Mineral Foundation
Rules, 2025, notified a few days ago, would supersede the
Tamil Nadu District Mineral Foundation Rules, 2017.

w%mmmmmm

, 2025, g fefeae firra wredzm fAam, 2017
1 I A
. As per the revised rules, if the holder of a mining

lease, composite license, quarry lease, or permit
contravenes the rule regarding contributions to the fund, they
will be penalised with an amount equivalent to a one-time
payment of the contribution, in addition to the contribution to
be paid, along with 12% interest, for the period of
contravention.
RN el & SR, afe 4 ugl, ¥gad aread, e
UgT g1 RIAT B Wﬁfﬁﬁuﬂwﬁwwﬁaﬁfw
I BT 5, Al I o DI A% & AT 7 AT &
Sfffead TR Y & SRIER A 3R 12% TS & 1Y
3f$a fasar S
. Earlier, as per the Tamil Nadu District Mineral
Foundation Rules, 2017, such contravention was
punishable with imprisonment up to two years, or fine
extending to %5 lakh, or both.
i~ wigsy= fFaw, 2017 &

@Wwaﬁaﬂwmmm g1 5 ARG P
BT qqﬁT, 1 I BT UG Tl
. In case of continuing contravention, the penalty
includes additional fine that may extend to 50,000 for each
day during which contravention continues after the first
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e The District Collector concerned would be the chairperson of the District Mineral

Foundation Trust, Managing Committee, as well as the Governing Council of the DMF.

T ForeT Baacy,

BRI & eme gil|

¢ All payments of royalty or seigniorage fee must be collected with the Trust Fund

component and no royalty or seigniorage fee shall be accepted without mandatory

contribution towards the Trust Fund.

IJaedt a1 W

WW%mﬁWm@ﬁ%Wwﬁmm|

e The rules specify that a minimum of 70% of the Trust Fund must be spent only on the
directly affected area, as well as for high-priority sectors such as drinking water supply,
environment preservation, health care, education, and welfare of women.

ot & g Ruffva faran m 8 f g s &1 gAaH 70% Fad Udel ¥ A gHIfad e=f
U1 I AT aret & S UaeTe Ty, watavur Tver, Tarea JAar, e, ok
nigarsit & weamr R g T foar S|

Epdoyvmpnt fund
USic s

ﬁmwuo‘m%*-zmaw wae gfAfa, a1 DMF &Y Taf

3[eh & T YT o S Ued & 1Y & aga o 3R o e |

e The districts having an annual collection of ¥10 crore or more shall maintain an endowment
fund with a reasonable amount not exceeding 10% of the annual receipts for providing
sustainable livelihoods.

5 et &t arftfer o T 210 HS 1 3TN 4 7, I Jdd SAMehfIsdT e o34 & forw
I Tt & 10% | 3ifire 8) &) ue Ifra A & 1y Tee e 9918 & |

e This fund shall be used to create and sustain livelihoods in areas where mining activity has
been halted due to any reason, including exhaustion of minerals.

3R TR&UT & forw I fopan Srwm, Sigt @frsll & |HI
Bl oI Ifed fordt off pRur @ @ nfafafy I < 18 2

g s 3 &A1 1 SATolifah] o goid

Why does India need climate-
resilient agriculture?

What makes a coherent national climate-resilient agriculture roadmap necessary?

Shambhavi Naik

The story so far:

limate change is real, and for
India to continue meeting
domestic food demands,

agriculture needs to cope with
the increasing unpredictability of the
weather, declining soil health, and
growing air pollution.

‘What is climate-resilient agriculture?
Climate-resilient agriculture uses a range
of biotechnology and complementary
technologies to guide farming practices
and reduce dependence on chemical
inputs, while maintaining or improving
productivity. These tools include
biofertilizers and biopesticides, and
soil-microbiome analyses. Genome-edited
crops can be developed to withstand
drought, heat, salinity, or pest pressures.
In parallel, Al-driven analytics can
integrate multiple environmental and
agronomic variables to generate locally
tailored farming strategies.

Why does India need CRA?

India is an agricultural nation with a
rapidly growing population, which places
increasing pressure on the need for more
reliable farm productivity. Yet around 51%
of India’s net sown area is rainfed, and
this land produces nearly 40% of the
country’s food, making it especially
vulnerable to climate variability.
Conventional farming methods alone may
not withstand the rising stresses of
climate change. Climate-resilient
agriculture offers a suite of technologies
that can enhance productivity while
protecting environmental health.

‘Where does India stand today?

In 2011, the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) launched a flagship
network project ‘National Innovations in
Climate Resilient Agriculture’. For
enhancing the resilience and adaptive
capacity of farmers to climate variability,
location-specific climate resilient
technologies such as system of rice
intensification, aerobic rice, direct

seeding of rice, zero till wheat sowing,
cultivation of climate resilient varieties
tolerant to extreme weather conditions,
in-situ incorporation of rice residues, etc.,
have been demonstrated under the
project in 448 climate-resilient villages.
The National Mission for Sustainable
Agriculture has been formulated to
enhance agricultural productivity,
especially in rainfed areas, focusing on
integrated farming, water use efficiency,
soil health management, and synergising
resource conservation.

More recently, the BioE3 policy also
positioned CRA as a key thematic area for
the development of biotechnology-led
solutions. Several technologies relevant to
CRA are already commercialised.

Leading companies supply bio-inputs
that improve soil health and reduce
chemical dependence. India also has an
expanding digital agriculture sector, with
agritech startups offering Al-enabled
advisories, precision irrigation,
crop-health monitoring, and yield
prediction tools.

Why does India need climate-resilient agriculture?

What is the way forward?

India faces several risks in scaling CRA,
including low adoption among small and
marginal farmers due to limited access,
awareness, and affordability, and quality
inconsistencies in biofertilizers and
biopesticides that undermine trust in
biological alternatives. The rollout of
climate-resilient seeds remains slow, with
the adoption of new tools such as gene
editing still emerging and uneven
distribution across States. Further, the
digital divide limits the reach of precision
agriculture and Al-based decision tools.
These challenges are compounded by
ongoing soil degradation, water scarcity,
and accelerating climate volatility, which
may outpace current adaptation efforts.
Fragmented policy coordination further
risks slowing progress.

The way forward requires accelerating
the development and deployment of
climate-tolerant and genome-edited
crops, strengthening quality standards
and supply chains for biofertilizers and
biopesticides, and provision of digital
tools and climate advisories to support
adoption by small landholders. Financial
incentives, climate insurance, and credit
access are essential to support farmers
during the transition. Above all, India
needs a coherent national CRA roadmap
under the BioE3 framework, aligning
biotechnology, climate adaptation, and
policies to deliver resilience at scale.
Shambhavi Naik is chairperson,
Takshashila Institution’s Health & Life
Sciences Policy

THE GIST

v

Climate-resilient agriculture
uses biotechnology,
biofertilizers, biopesticides,
genome-edited crops, and
Al-driven tools to enhance farm
productivity while reducing
dependence on chemical
inputs.

v

Scaling CRA in India requires a
coherent national readmap
under the BioE3 framework,
stronger adoption among small
and marginal farmers, quality
bio-inputs, climate-tolerant
seeds, and digital tools to
deliver resilience at scale.
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Climate change and Indian agriculture

SIerdrg

¢ Climate change is real, and for India to continue meeting domestic food demands,
agriculture needs to cope with the increasing unpredictability of the weather, declining
soil health, and growing air pollution

I IR YRG P O W ATTIHATN I G Rl 6 b oI Hfy
&1 M| B Fgdt srffaan, gt & warea # firmae, sk 9gd arg uguor I fAger gem

What is climate resilient agriculture

Saary gg-Rita oY @ @

e Climate resilient agriculture uses a range of biotechnology and complementary
technologies to guide farming practices and reduce dependence on chemical inputs,

while maintaining or improving productivity
SAdTg TN HY S MenfIst iR R ah-iidl & U $adl &1 SUGRT Sl ¢ dlfds
FIY il & fGxm & o1 9% SR Imaf=e 391ge wR fFlkar o9 o1 o1 9 sefe
IATGHAT DI FATE QT AT FGMAT T b

e These tools include biofertilizers, biopesticides, and soil microbiome analyses
2 UGN § AF AP, AF PleA=ID, 3R gar '

e Genome edited crops can be developed to withstand drought, heat, salinity, or pest
pressures

HuTfed W @I, T, AqUIdT, I1 BIe GaTd DI UgH B & [A7Q B RId BI ol
Tl §

e In parallel, Al driven analytics can integrate multiple environmental and agronomic
variables to generate locally tailored farming strategies
1y g ward st fazdvr w3 wafaroiig 3 $Y ddeh FR®! B! e RIFg R
W SJPierd I UM JuR o Jobell ©

Why does India need CRA
YRT & Jaarg Gg-I=Nd $iY &) srazaear i 8

¢ India is an agricultural nation with a rapidly growing population, which places increasing
pressure on the need for more reliable farm productivity
YR U P TUT Y 3 o] dell § Fgd! SHESAT e wRINHE P Scgsmdr &1
ARl W &I1d STl @

e Yetaround 51% of India’s net sown area is rainfed, and this land produces nearly 40% of
the country’s food, making it especially vulnerable to climate variability
R 1 UIRT BT TTHIT 51% e ST 14T &F Ut e § 3R I8 Yf¥ S & T 40%
W I &1 9id & e U8 Saarg uiad=eiiedr & ufa srid Sagasid sdi &

¢ Conventional farming methods alone may not withstand the rising stresses of climate
change
Fad RIS Py Ugfaal Saarg uRad= & sgd garal Bl Jg g} bR Tdbdl

o Climate resilient agriculture offers a suite of technologies that can enhance productivity
while protecting environmental health
Saarg TN S menfifal @1 T Jqg ueH Fdl § S SdIgHdT 98 & 1Y

TG B I&T HR JHdl §

Where does India stand today
TS YR PEl TST 2

e In 2011, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research ICAR launched a flagship network
project National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture
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2011 H mmr-ﬁqvﬁaravmq&cra ICAR 7 Y1 ST@ary W12t Py FaraR T8 TgE
g TR & B

e For enhancing the resilience and adaptive capacity of farmers to climate variability,
Iocation specific climate resilient technologies have been demonstrated

& Ufd forarl &1 Tg-Ritadr 3R SI@a- &Hdr 96 & fou ®=
ﬁﬁwmmﬁaaﬁﬁmwmw

e Such as system of rice intensification, aerobic rice, direct seeding of rice, zero till
wheat sowing, cultivation of climate resilient varieties tolerant to extreme weather
conditions, in situ incorporation of rice residues

S U1 T YOS, W® 4= 31 Weh garg, = qars g ga8, rafis
e URTRIRET 51 W B aTeh STeraTy eTRie el & @, 3 4T SR} o1 wre
TR qHTARH

o These have been demonstrated under the project in 448 climate resilient villages
ST UeRH 50 RTINS & SHdid 448 Taarg Hg-=id Wal & fovar mar g

e The National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture has been formulated to enhance
agricultural productivity, especially in rainfed areas

m@mgrvﬁ%aﬁﬁ@wm@aﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁﬁmwﬁ%%ﬁw
T

e Focusing on integrated farming, water use efficiency, soil health management, and
resource conservation
S TPIpd PN, T SUANT G&rdT, YT WA YU, 3R AT W& | Hisd §

e More recently, the BioE3 policy also positioned CRA as a key thematic area for the
development of biotechnology led solutions
BT 81 & BioE3 Hifa 7 +ft Srerarg weTiia $f¥ &1 S Mefiet smura wamum=i & faer
& fo1T U e fawanTa &3 & &u o wi1itd foban

e Several technologies relevant to CRA are already commercialised
SIaTy WEId PN I St B3 qdbriie Ugd I IS U J Iuasy &

e Leading companies supply bio inputs that improve soil health and reduce chemical
dependence
m%@ﬁawwméﬁhﬁﬁ%wﬁgmmﬁ%&ﬁ?mw

¢ India also has an expanding digital agriculture sector, with agritech startups offering Al
enabled advisories, precision irrigation, crop health monitoring, and yield prediction
tools

YR ¥ fsforea Sy &= i aoft I 9g 61 8 Tel ghie® wIdere gams amumiva uvmsf,

What is the way forward
ST PT IAT T 8

e India faces several risks in scaling CRA, including low adoption among small and
marginal farmers due to limited access, awareness, and affordability

URT P STeraTg e I P R § BF AT BT T $A US @1 2 R o
aﬁ?@%ﬂﬁﬁmﬁmmmmﬁa%ﬁ@ﬁm@msﬁ?mmi
PRI

¢ And quality inconsistencies in biofertilizers and biopesticides that undermine trust in
biological alternatives
Y g1 g Iava! 3R AT Ple-A=IP! 1 JUras Rl s faweul W faymy &
FHUIR B &

e The rollout of climate resilient seeds remains slow
AR AeRita diell &1 fawar ondt off dar g

¢ With the adoption of gene editing still emerging and uneven distribution across States
STET S WUTGH &7 IUART a{ﬂﬁsuwgarr% @%?wq‘rﬁ U faavor g

e Further, the digital divide limits the reach of precision agriculture and Al based decision
tools
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These challenges are compounded by ongoing soil degradation, water scarcity, and
accelerating climate volatility

I gt Rrd) & &RuT, STe Hepe, SR dsht | gedt STaarg 3fRURdr I 3R ¢ ol &
Which may outpace current adaptation efforts

S T SgH e Tarl & M e d Tl @

Fragmented policy coordination further risks slowing progress

wisa Hifa Juag wfd &1 SR far A &1 i der o 8

The way forward requires accelerating development and deployment of climate tolerant
and genome edited crops

3T &1 I STAaTg GEIRId MR S Jurfed waal & fasr ik fwR &1 a9 3
DI AN HRAT §

Strengthening quality standards and supply chains for biofertilizers and biopesticides
g IAPI SN AT BIeATRIB] & T UraT AFD! SR SMYfd Yaarsi o Togd B!
And provision of digital tools and climate advisories to support adoption by small
landholders

3R BIT Y YRS GRT 30 & o feforea Suson iR srerary Rl &t Suas/dr

Financial incentives, climate insurance, and credit access are essential to support
farmers during the transition

farta Wicae=, sierarg T, SR BUT 9% UgT fHaml &1 AshHuT HTel § WeRT ¢4 & oy
T §

Above all, India needs a coherent national CRA roadmap under the BioE3 framework
TR TR URd FI BioE3 & & ST U GRTA AP STeTaTg HeRid Py ASHY B
SIS

Aligning biotechnology, climate adaptation, and policies to deliver resilience at scale

S Sg W), Saarg sggad, SR Hifadl 3 SR 98 TR W Je-I=iiedr UeH &

Shambhavi Naik, chairperson, Takshashila Institution’s Health and Life Sciences Policy

AU TS, SeHe, TEREr R Wy 3R sitaq fagm Fifa
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The Aravalli question faces the brunt of
India’s fondness for ‘strategic exemptions’

India does not resolve clashes between its climate commitments and industrial demand through any clear rules; instead, it often resorts to executive

discretion and opaque measures, citing ‘national defence’ or ‘strategic considerations’ to bypass scrutiny

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
n December 23, Air Marshal
and the Integrated Defence
Staff chief Ashutosh Dixit laid
out the defence
establishment’s case for critical minerals.
Modern defence systems, he said, rely on
reliable access to these miner:
import dependence has become a
strategic vulnerability because global
supply chains are concentrated and
exposed to export controls and
geopolitics. He also linked self-sufficiency
in defence manufacturing and operational
readiness to secure mineral value chains
and pointed to the National Critical
Mineral Mission as the policy vehicle of
choice. His words came as the defence
establishment’s contribution to the
charged public debate over how the
Aravalli Hills should be protected and
whether their mineral wealth should be
mined.

What is the Aravalli Hills issue?
Controversy over the Aravalli Hills flared
up after November 20, when the Supreme
Court adopted a uniform way to identify
the “hills and ranges”, froze new mining
leases until the Environment Ministry had
prepared a sustainable mining plan for
the landscape, and said mining should be
prohibited in “core” or “inviolate” areas,
with an exception for critical, strategic
and atomic minerals notified under the
Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act 1957. The Court called this
a “strategic exemption”.

In the new operational definition
vis-a-vis mining, “Aravalli Hills” is any
landform in the Aravalli districts that rises
at least 100 m above the local relief
(measured from the lowest contour line
encircling the landform). Likewise, the
“Aravalli Range” is two or more such
Aravalli Hills that lie within 500 m of each
other, including the landforms in
between.

Environmental groups and opposition
parties have argued that this definition
could still weaken enforcement in large
parts of a landscape already stressed by
illegal mining, urban expansion,
denudation, and a dropping water table.
For instance, if a surveyor draws the
Aravalli Hills’ boundary using the
elevation and distance rules, the new
landscape that emerges will be of
‘Aravalli*like feature sitting like islands in
asea of non-‘Aravalli’ features, including
valleys, plains, scrubland, and forests. Yet
the latter connect the Aravalli Hills and
make the current landscape as good as it
currently is.

Last week, then, the Supreme Court
placed this definition in abeyance and
decided to constitute a new committee to
examine the issue afresh.

What is the issue with a ‘strategic
exemption’?

The Environment Ministry that must
execute the sustainable mining plan

executive discretion and opaque
instruments like office memoranda,
project-specific exemptions, and ad hoc
appraisals that treat “national defence” or
“strategic considerations” as sufficient
reason to evade scrutiny.

The envi ] impact

e,
[T o 59 i dealavits

Under pressure: A view of Aravalli Hills; the landscape is stressed by illegal mining, urban expansion, denudation, and a dropping water table. GETTY IMAGES

government to disclose details of risks
and cumulative impact. Ministers also
defended the move in Parliament on
national security grounds.
Next, the Forest (Conservation)
Act 2023 and sub

(EIA) framework itself allows exemptions
from public consultation for projects
linked to security and other strategic
considerations “as determined by the
Central Government”. This together with
the government’s disinclination to bind
itself to transparent criteria has often
rendered the scope of “national interest™
arbitrary and opaque.

‘What have the government and
courts done?

The Ministry has repeatedly softened
India’s environmental clearance process
to reduce friction for projects and
industrial investments since 2014. Two
decisions in 2025 are notable. First, in
May, the Supreme Court had held that ex
post facto clearances are alien to
environmental jurisprudence and
“anathema” to the environmental impact
assessment (EIA) framework because they
invert the logic of prior scrutiny and can
lead to irreparable environmental
damage. But in November, the Court
recalled that judgment and reopened the
space for post facto regularisation, this
time with the Court’s own uncertainty
built into the regulatory space. This
element wasn’t there before.

Second, in September, the
Environment Ministry issued an office
memorandum to accelerate mining
projects involving critical minerals by
exempting them from public
CC \l il ired the EIA

(however it looks) has also weakened the
legal envi protection fi k
to promote ease of doing business,
creating gaps that make exemptions
easier to misuse.

Further, right now, India doesn’t
resolve clashes between its climate
commitments and industrial demand
through any clear rules. Instead, the
Environment Ministry often resorts to

as o
Notification 2006. This move didn’t
require the notification to be amended
because it already includes a special
clause for “strategic considerations”, and
the Ministry used that to accelerate
projects while also reducing the formal
space where affected communities and
independent experts could force the

practices have widened the
exemptions for certain activities and have
introduced new categories of land and
projects with modified clearance
requirements. The amended Act applies
to land notified as ‘forest’ under the
Indian Forest Act 1927 (or other laws) and
land recorded as forest in government
records on or after October 25, 1980, yet it
exempted land that had already been
shifted to non-forest use on or before
December 12, 1996, by a State or UT.
order. It also exempted land along roads
and railway tracks, the international
border, and near “security-related
infrastructure” and expanded the list of
activities not treated as “non-forest

se”.

As a result, the Centre and States can
now collect information by drilling
narrow holes during exploration to pull
up rock samples before having to file a
mining proposal. And in forest districts
with mineral deposits and which overlap
with areas notified as harbouring
left-wing extremism, it’s now easier to
establish some connective infrastructure
like roads and power lines, which can also
support exploration and other mining
work.

The amendments don’t exempt mining
outright but there’s a scope creep that,
together with the government’s
sympathetic attitude towards businesses
and the post facto regularisation regime,
merits scrutiny.

How are the Aravalli Hills
threatened?

This is also why the public controversy
over the Aravalli Hills matters so much.
The Supreme Court order itself linked the
Hills to groundwater recharge and to
functions that prevent desertification,
which are the same ecosystem services

that India needs to preserve to meet
outcomes linked to the Sustainable
Development Goals, including clean air,
water security, and good living
conditions.

The Hills also contain or are believed to
have potential for minerals that India’s
strategic planners care about, including
base metals in certain established belts,
minerals such as tungsten and others
often classified as ‘strategic’, and other
bulk minerals including stone and rocks.
The Court-appointed committee has also
emphasised the potential for minerals
relevant to the green energy transition,
including lithium and rare-e
elements. This combination, together
with the Ministry’s weakening of
safeguards, makes the Court’s “strategic
exemption” precarious.

The State has also effectively reduced
the information that outsiders can access
to hold claims of greenness — including
“sustainable mining” and the circular
economy of critical minerals that the new
National Critical Minerals Mission
promises — accountable.

If India is going to invoke a “strategic”
need to carve out exceptions in sensitive
areas, there needs to be more clarity on
how India will arbitrate these conflicts,
rather than fall back on negotiated
exemptions and post-hoc regularisation.
Specifically, the government or the Court
is expected to set up a binding test for
when “strategic considerations” merit
simpler or easier procedures; require
landscape-level cumulative-impact and
groundwater assessments before all
leases; and disclose, in the public record,
assumptions about the alternatives —
including imports, substitution, recycling,
and sourcing from less sensitive areas —
that were rejected.

Without such a framework, however,
climate action and economic growth will
keep colliding through ad hoc decisions
while environmental law is left to absorb
the political pressure.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

The Aravalli question faces the brunt of India’s fondness for ‘strategic
exemptions’
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India does not resolve clashes between its climate commitments and industrial demand
through any clear rules; instead, it often resorts to executive discretion and opaque
measures, citing ‘national defence’ or ‘strategic considerations’ to bypass scrutiny

maﬁmuﬁﬁmﬁﬁw@zﬂﬁmm%aﬁawaﬁmwﬁuﬁ%mm
Y & T8l FRaT; 3B oI I8 SRR PRUIPT & fad® 3R ruRe=if Iuraf &1 TgRT AT
3, 3R Wi ¥ g9 & fou gt v&w a1 Yurifae faar) &1 garer dar g

On December 23 defence and critical minerals

23 faaR Term 3R wewayf @ e

On December 23, Air Marshal and the Integrated Defence Staff chief Ashutosh Dixit laid
out the defence establishment’s case for critical minerals

23 AR &) TR A1 R e Fthw Wt T A diféd A Heayyl @fiel )
&I Y81 T Ue&f 3@m

Modern defence systems rely on reliable access to these minerals and import
dependence has become a strategic vulnerability because global supply chains are
concentrated and exposed to export controls and geopolitics

Y T&dT woTTferat 37 @il ! faywita Judsar R AR Bt € SR smard W Hafwar
& UHA® HHRI 59 715 § i I Smyfd S@amd Hfsd § iR Frafa o g
PRI & gua o §

He linked self sufficiency in defence manufacturing and operational readiness to secure
mineral value chains and pointed to the National Critical Mineral Mission as the policy
vehicle of choice

I ve fafermtor & sreafafar ok TaraHTare durdt & Rz @fe gea st @
ST 3R It Heayul @fret R o Suged i Wi sdmEn

His words came as the defence establishment’s contribution to the charged public debate
over how the Aravalli Hills should be protected and whether their mineral wealth should be
mined

JP Ve SRTAEH TBTISTN o1 JR&M 3R 39! WS "UeT & W W I Jg! el qraot—as
S8 H &1 UiT¥ 1 ATe o

What is the Aravalli Hills issue

SR TSl ST AT AT

Controversy over the Aravalli Hills flared up after November 20, when the Supreme Court
adopted a uniform way to identify the hills and ranges

20 9ER & TG 3RTae TgIfedl R fare a9 sl od gite #1¢ 3 ugifeal oiiv Aot o
UgdM & fo1T U GHM aRihT U=

The Court froze new mining leases until the Environment Ministry had prepared a
sustainable mining plan for the landscape

AT A AT W g1 &1 a9 db R Hx fear od a6 qafarur dareg uRexg & g Jad
G AT AR A dR A

It said mining should be prohibited in core or |nV|oIate areas

AT A H8T b TRe a1 R+ &=t & =+ wfarafira g =gy

With an exception for critical strategic and atomic minerals notified under the Mines and
Minerals Development and Regulation Act 1957

BTaif @ Td @it fasra v fafraws siftfrasy 1957 & ga siitgfad wgeayguf
oo 3R wRaTY] @i & e siuare at T

The Court called this a strategic exemption

AT A Y YUFITO® ge hHal

In the new operational definition vis a vis mining Aravalli Hills is any landform in the
Aravalli districts that rises at least 100 m above the local relief

G I Yeifd 3 HareTeTe URUTET & 3IUR SRTdeN UgTfedr d 94l of snpfadl & o
3RTach foral & R Y TR ¥ HH I HH 100 HeX St &
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Measured from the lowest contour line encircling the landform
O Y ST B ORA aTell =gAaH o= @1 J T707 ST

Likewise the Aravalli Range is two or more such Aravalli Hills that lie within 500 m of each
other including the landforms in between

T PR SRTaet Jult g a7 31fie U eRTaelt ugTisal ! ogl a1 § S U g¥R ¥ 500 Hiew
¥ R B 3R 3% offa 31 o snepfaar ot znfia |t

Concerns raised

EERERERIY

Environmental groups and opposition parties have argued that this definition could still
weaken enforcement in large parts of a landscape already stressed by illegal mining, urban
expansion, denudation, and a dropping water table

yataver 9yEl 3R faueht gal &1 db ¢ fb a8 ulRume ugd ¥ g erdy @+, e faan,
mm,aﬁ?ﬁﬁwwﬁmﬁmuﬁ%m$a€%@ﬁuﬁqﬁmm

If a surveyor draws the Aravalli Hills boundary using the elevation and distance rules, the
new landscape will appear as islands of Aravalli like features in a sea of non Aravalli features

e Tdere Hars 3R gt & et ¥ sRract ugifedl &t e qa &R @ 71 uRexd IR SRTae!
faQwarst & IR H SRTac St gUTeR TS S fgmm

Including valleys, plains, scrubland, and forests

[ arfeat, A, SrEieR yfiy, 3R o T i
Yet these areas connect the Aravalli Hills and make the current landscape as good as it
currently is

iz ot 72t &1 SRl URIFST 1 Siigd & IR adHM URERd &1 & § 997§ 3@ §

Last week the Supreme Court placed this definition in abeyance and decided to constitute a
new committee to examine the issue afresh

fed T giiu S 3 39 aRyTe & RIFTT 3= ar ok ama ot e RR ¥ St & foe 98
gffa nfda o= &1 fAofa fera

What is the issue with a strategic exemption

oo e @ I SR | e

The Environment Ministry that must execute the sustainable mining plan has also
weakened the legal environmental protection framework to promote ease of doing
business

TafaRo HaATerd, O Hd T IS AN BRAT 8, I AGHT GIHdT S & g ST
iR AR&T era &I 1 HHeR fear g

This has created gaps that make exemptions easier to misuse

Y U e I 59 § ST U S-S §) Sl §

At present India does not resolve clashes between climate commitments and industrial
demand through any clear rules

A § YRA JTaarg wfaasarsit 3R e 9 & cohvia & ot Wy fAaw & meam 3
T T8I DRl

Instead the Environment Ministry often resorts to executive discretion and opaque
instruments like office memoranda, project specific exemptions, and ad hoc appraisals
TP ST GATaRUT HATEY HRR HRIGRY RASIRIBR 3R SEqy | Ok wraterd gio,
giaer ARy ge, iR aed g &1 R dd 8

These treat national defence or strategic considerations as sufficient reason to evade
scrutiny !

Sl TS X 4 U fammy &1 g & 999 &1 Wi SR AM dd §

The environmental impact assessment framework itself allows exemptions from public
consultation for projects linked to security and strategic considerations

YgTaRUT YUTT SMTPHa- & laT Tad G 3R T0HIfae RN T I uRasHIe) & g o=
W ge e
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o As determined by the Central Government
ST 3 g TR gR1 Feffed fovar smar g

o Together with the government’s disinclination to bind itself to transparent criteria, this has
rendered the scope of national interest arbitrary and opaque

WHR P! URGT AFEST Y W B dieq ST et & 91y Had: 394 g1 fgd 31 dia a1
AT SR SRR &1 faam 3

What have the government and courts done

IR 3R AraTed) 3 Fa1 fear g

¢ The Ministry has repeatedly softened India’s environmental clearance process to reduce
friction for projects and industrial investments since 2014

AT A 2014 ¥ uRAre1SH 3R i A & fore sremt &9 %77 g URd @i
yatazofta wiefa ufsar #f aR-aR =49 fFar g
e Two decisions in 2025 are notable

2025 & I Yol ARy w0 § I &

e First, in May, the Supreme Court had held that ex post facto clearances are alien to
environmental jurisprudence and anathema to the environmental impact assessment
EIA framework
uga, /g § gRH $1E 7 A i va Ui et defval vafervita aramme @ erdva §
3R TYTaRUT YUTT THA EIA STd & iU SRt §

o Because they invert the logic of prior scrutiny and can lead to irreparable environmental
damage
Fif% 9 gd Sira & b DI IAC 3l @ IR SRV yafaroiig &ifa 1 RO 97 T« §

o Butin November, the Court recalled that judgment and reopened the space for post
facto regularisation
Afe TaaR & =araray A 39 fAvfa &1 araw @ foram oIk Uik ael fafirdieror o1 demgw
R I

e This tlme with the Court’s own uncertainty built into the regulatory space
39 SR e & o ararey @Y =t srfSifdear o siafiea %@

e This element wasn’t there before
I8 I Ugd HIGG 8T AT

e Second, in September, the Environment Ministry issued an office memorandum to
accelerate mining projects mvolvmg critical minerals
I, RydeR # yafaRur wamer A Aeayuf @l @ g5l @ uRareHrsi of aw $4 &
foIe T raferd J1a- SR fbar

¢ By exempting them from public consultations as required by the EIA Notification 2006
EIA JRRTEAT 2006 & AR ARSI TR A 37 Qe G

e This move didn’t require the notification to be amended because it already includes a
special clause for strategic considerations
9 B & oy SIRRgE-T & T=MeM 3} saxgdhdr 761 ) i 398 Ugd ¥ &) vurifas
e & o faiw yrqe= @

e And the Ministry used that to accelerate projects while also reducing the formal space
where affected communities and independent experts could force disclosure of risks and
cumulative impact
3R TATETT A I BT IUANT URAS131 BT Aol B & o b qun sfuanfyes wa &1 off
iy foran et wunfaa wger SR wds fagiug @t ok W1 YUTd &1 G e[ &
19 &1 9hd o

e Ministers defended the move in Parliament on national security grounds
Al 7 T # 59 BaH BT AP Y& b YR R §=1d fba

¢ Next, the Forest Conservation Amendment Act 2023 and subsequent administrative
practices have widened exemptions for certain activities
TP 91G 9 W01 ARNYA rffaw 2023 3R a1 &t yRmIA® gutet 3 o nfafafa &
fore gel @1 fawar foan
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And have introduced new categories of land and projects with modified clearance
requwements

T=nftra Wefa smaxgears & T Yfiy 3R uf¥atsre &t 93 aforr o of

The amended Act applies to land notified as forest under the Indian Forest Act 1927 or
other laws

e srfefan WRdta a1 siftfraw 1927 T1 39 STl & T8d a1 & U # SfRgfa yfH
R AFLENT &
And land recorded as forest in government records on or after October 25 1980

3R 25 ST 1980 B! T IS dle BRI AT F 99 F U A gof YA R

Yet it exempted land that had already been shifted to non forest use on or before
December 12 1996 by a State or UT order

R 1t S99 39 Y 31 e <1 O 12 fedar 1996 1 a1 IUW UG T4 AT HEIMRAT WS &
STSRT T AR-g SUAUNT H Faall S abT T

It also exempted land along roads and railway tracks, the international border, and near
security related infrastructure

T AS@I 3R Yad Ul & fFanr, sty dir, ofR gRam Hd e sraviRaHn & o 3
Yol dfiged

And expanded the list of activities not treated as non forest purpose

3R TR-g WIS 7 A 9 arelt wfafaftry t g &1 fawar e

As a result, the Centre and States can now collect information by drilling narrow holes
during exploration to pull up rock samples

URUTTRGEY 316 H% 3R 5T AU & SR APV ¢ {3 B ggrl & T Fdraas
SHHR] T B Thd &
Before having to file a mining proposal

3R 3P oY Ugd @ URATd SIRad B &1 SATIRUHdl 78] 8idt

And in forest districts with mineral deposits which overlap with areas notified as
harbouring left wing extremism

3R 37 9 Rl & oet @ 4R € @ik S aruelt Iuarg | wuifad aeii d sifavey &3d €
It is now easier to establish connective infrastructure like roads and power lines

3 b 3R faerelt g SRft Wale® SrawR=AT R FHRAT I 81 T |

Which can also support exploration and other mining work

S SRAYUT 3R 3 T BTt &l ot BRI ¢ Wh<ll §

The amendments don’t exempt mining outright

BESRINERCEE KA R 0 b PR ]

But there is a scope creep that together with the government’s sympathetic attitude
towards businesses and the post facto regularisation regime merits scrutiny

<ifes rd-& 1 FR-iY IR gaf § ol bR & sgaarg-gad® a3 R v baet
fFraftrdievor araw & w1y frae: 1R witg &1 91T wwar 8

How are the Aravalli Hills threatened

SRTTe! UBTTEyT fPa yeR @A A €

This is also why the public controversy over the Aravalli Hills matters so much

3 HRUT SRTTeR UsIfedl R Ardwife faarg a1 weayuf §
The Supreme Court order itself linked the Hills to groundwater recharge and to functions
that prevent desertification

Gﬁ{iﬂﬁi%éﬂ%ﬂﬁ@ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁaﬁwgﬁw 3R AERIAHRT B AP ard Sl I

WHich are the same ecosystem services that India needs to preserve to meet outcomes
linked to the Sustainable Development Goals

3 98! wifefRAfa®! &1 Qant ¢ fore YRd &1 Jad A a&al I I uRomd urd a3+ & fag
TRIEA BT SMTI=TD &
Including clean air, water security, and good I|V|ng conditions

o Te a1y, 9T YR, SR dgeR St fRufaar i §
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The Hills also contain or are believed to have potential for minerals that India’s strategic
planners care about

3 UeIfeal ¥ @A wivgg 8 a1 1 AT o7 § fob 39 U9 @il &t umaHn § o yRd
¥ YUHifa® AP RI & 3§

Including base metals in certain established belts

R o @i URE & SR YTy T &

Minerals such as tungsten and others often classified as strategic

TR S G SR 3 fog SR Yot oft & a1 ofrat ©

And other bulk minerals including stone and rocks

3R TRR 3R T Aied 3 U @i

The Court appointed committee has also emphasised the potential for minerals relevant to
the green energy transition

araTad g1 fAgea afifa 3 off eRa ot wwaor 3 53 wfelt @ Sye R R fear g
Including lithium and rare earth elements

fore ferfra 3ik gef™ Har aea Wi €

This combination together with the Ministry’s weakening of safeguards makes the Court’s
strategic exemption precarious

g IS SR 1Y 8 HATTT GIRT JR&T SUTAL BT SR a1 ST, A B IUMHIfad
Qe &I SRR a1 8

The State has also effectively reduced information that outsiders can access

T A YU =Y | 3 PRI &) ff 59 B a1 & R a8 @ Ui o 9o &

To hold claims of greenness including sustainable mining and the circular economy of
critical minerals accountable

difes giaar & gral, fS= wad @ 3R Tgayul @f-rell ot ufvus srfeaaet 2nfia §, &1
SATEeE SERMT ol Heb

That the new National Critical Minerals Mission promises

ST aTaT a1 APTa Hewayul @il fime o3l §

If India is going to invoke a strategic need to carve out exceptlons in sensitive areas
g URd HagT=Ma &= A 3ruare 9 & forg Furifae Sma=addr &1 garel gl §
There needs to be more clarity on how India will arbitrate these conflicts

1 I8 W T Aoy fob YR S chvTdl BT FHTUT B8 BT

Rather than fall back on negotlated exemptlons and post hoc regularisation

1 fo Haa Tugha smuTia gel 3k a1g | Hafirdiezor i Rk gl

Specifically, the government or the Court is expected to set up a binding test

foRIY ©U 9 TSR 1 ARTed ¥ 37Ul © {9 T SreadR udieron Rl o<

For when strategic considerations merit simpler or easier procedures

R gg 99 81 9% & S IuFifae faaR wva a1 3ma uisarsit & 3fd 38 &

Require landscape level cumulative impact and groundwater assessments before all
leases

Tt ugt ¥ ugd ueRy TR & THY YUTT THa+ 3R YoId THa- & fHard fasar wmg
And disclose in the public record assumptions about the alternatives that were rejected
3R Ardwif=e SifirdE o 37 faweul I St Ararsh &1 I9R farar o f5% sRateR faar
T

Including imports, substitution, recycling, and sourcing from less sensitive areas

R 3T, HRTT, G Ur, 3R BW Hae-TRie am & | i 3

Without such a framework however

gTeiiter U foreht @i & form

Climate action and economic growth will keep colliding through ad hoc decisions
WAy dRars iR e faery agdf fAofal & mem @ ewrd w|h

While environmental law is left to absorb the political pressure

3R TRl B & AST-iTad gard U8 & foe 31 g S
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DRDO will play key role in India’s air defence: Rajnath
YRT P a1 I&T H DRDO HUTET 318W YfHhT: Ie-1Y

DRDO will play key role in
India’s air defence: Rajnath

Organisation will equip critical installations across the nation with advanced air defence systems

for comprehensive aerial protection, under the Sudarshan Chakra initiative, says Defence Minister

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

efence  Minister

Rajnath Singh on

Thursday said the
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO) would play a pivo-
tal role in the creation of
Sudarshan Chakra, an am-
bitious air defence initia-
tive announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his Independence
Day 2025 address from the
Red Fort.

Mr. Singh was address-
ing scientists and senior of-
ficials during his visit to the
DRDO headquarters in
New Delhi on the occasion
of the organisation’s 68th
Foundation Day. Under the
Sudarshan Chakra initia-
tive, the DRDO will equip
critical installations across
the country with advanced
air defence systems for
comprehensive aerial pro-
tection over the next
decade.

Highlighting the lessons
from Operation Sindoor,
the Minister said modern
warfare underscored the
importance of robust and
reliable air defence capa-
bilities. The DRDO would

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with DRDO Chairman Samir V.
Kamat at the DRDO headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday. ANt

achieve the objectives of
the Sudarshan Chakra in-
itiative with dedication and
urgency, strengthening In-
dia’s preparedness against
evolving aerial threats, he
said.

Weapon systems deve-
loped by the DRDO played
a decisive role during Op-
eration Sindoor, he said,
underlining the organisa-
tion’s professionalism and
commitment to safeguard-
ing national interests.
Commending the DRDO
for significantly bolstering
India’s indigenous defence
capabilities, he said the
state-of-the-art technolo-

gies and equipment sup-
plied to the armed forces
performed seamlessly dur-
ing the operation. He not-
ed that their reliable per-
formance boosted the
morale of soldiers and de-
monstrated the growing
maturity of India’s defence
research ecosystem.

Mr. Singh praised the
DRDO not only as a tech-
nology creator but also as a
trust builder, stating that
the organisation had
emerged as a symbol of
hope, certainty, and belief
for the nation. He acknow-
ledged the DRDO’s ex-
panding collaboration with

DRDO will play key role in India’s air defence: Rajnath
YR $1 a1g ¥&T H DRDO fUTTT 3189 YfAHT: o1y

o Organisation will equip critical installations across the nation with advanced air defence

systems for comprehensive aerial protection, under the Sudarshan Chakra initiative, says

the private sector, acade-
mia, start-ups, and micro,
small and medium enter-
prises, which has contri-
buted to the creation of a
synergistic and vibrant de-
fence ecosystem.

Visible improvements
across processes — from
procurement and project
management to industry
engagement — had made
systems faster, easier, and
more reliable, he said.

Calling upon the DRDO
to remain aligned with the
rapidly evolving global
technological landscape,
Mr. Singh urged the organ-
isation to continue focus-
ing on innovation, deep
tech, and next generation
technologies.

Emphasising the need
for continuous learning
and development, he said
technology scanning, cap-
ability assessment, and fu-
ture readiness were essen-
tial to ensure India remains
prepared for emerging
warfare domains.

During the visit, Samir
V. Kamat, Chairman of the
DRDO, briefed the Minister
on the organisation’s
achievements in 2025, on-
going R&D activities, and
reforms planned for 2026.
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Defence Minister
&1 Tl & SR, Ye=IH I Ugd & ded W6 o WR A Tyl Ufasmi &) Iad arg Te
TUTOR § A BT dlfeh THY gaTg RET G B o b |
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday said the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) would play a pivotal role in the creation of Sudarshan
Chakra, an ambitious air defence initiative announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his Independence Day 2025 address from the Red Fort.

&1 T T Rig A TSR & el [ Y&l ST iR fas Ry |18+ (DRDO) Ye=iH T
¥ fafor & g yfiyeT v, S wurE R Wi gr1 e fra @ i e wdmar feaw
2025 % ety A I T Aearpial arg e ued g
Mr. Singh was addressing scientists and senior officials during his visit to the DRDO
headquarters in New Delhi on the occasion of the organisation’s 68th Foundation Day.
ot Rig 1S feeeh ¥ DRDO HBATAY & U7 SR F SR TS & 689 RITYAT fa™y & xR
WR D! 3R IR HREIRET B TS HR R A
Under the Sudarshan Chakra initiative, the DRDO will equip critical installations across the
country with advanced air defence systems for comprehensive aerial protection over the next
decade.
ge=I 9 Ugd & ded, DRDO 3RTA =1 T ¢ R & Agayul US| &I 39 arg &
TUTRRN & A T A1fch WY gaTS YR&T YA 81 9 |
Highlighting the lessons from Operation Sindoor, the Minister said modern warfare
underscored the importance of robust and reliable air defence capabilities.

TR Rigr I e That 1 Yaiferd B gu H:0 A Fel o Syfe g = aoigg 3R
faerTta arg Y& erTansii & T5d &1 ISR fadn 5
The DRDO would achieve the objectives of the Sudarshan Chakra initiative with dedication
and urgency, strengthening India’s preparedness against evolving aerial threats, he said.
31 Hel fF DRDO FHYUT 3R dTenTierdrdl & 1Y eI T Ugd & 3= &I g
B, R 9edd 818 TRl & 399G YR Bl R Toted ghft
Weapon systems developed by the DRDO played a decisive role during Operation Sindoor,
he said, underlining the organisation’s professionalism and commitment to safeguarding
national interests.

3514 gl f DRDO gRT fasRid gRAR yonfery 3 sifuvzr Rigk & SR FHuifas yfiw
T, St WTe &1 URiarar SR gty fRel 31 3em & ufa ufdesa &1 a2 g
Commending the DRDO for significantly bolstering India’s indigenous defence capabilities,
he said the state-of-the-art technologies and equipment supplied to the armed forces
performed seamlessly during the operation.

YR D1 TSR T&T AT DI I TU Y Tolgd B & [l DRDO B TR HRd U
IBi Fel o =R Il b SYfef 1 72 Sreanyfes Wenfifdpar s Iuwwor iTReH &
R fafy T 3 HRikd B
He noted that their reliable performance boosted the morale of soldiers and demonstrated the
growing maturity of India’s defence research ecosystem.

32 Fel o 3! faya-ia srderar 3 AT &1 AAI9d er 3R YRd & I&T ST
TIRTRATIPY a7 1 Tgd uRusar & ueffa fear|
Mr. Singh praised the DRDO not only as a technology creator but also as a trust builder,
stating that the organisation had emerged as a symbol of hope, certainty, and belief for the
nation.

st Rig 7 DRDO &1 W11 Fadt U Wrentiret fHatar & wu & g 78 afew to fayra fFmtar
& ¥ H i B, U8 bed g fob W16 Y & forg amam, Fifdraar ok fayra &1 udle s
SWI B
He acknowledged the DRDO’s expanding collaboration with the private sector, academia,
start-ups, and micro, small and medium enterprises, which has contributed to the creation
of a synergistic and vibrant defence ecosystem.

35 forett &, e Sra, weTd-3re, iR Y&d, 9Y U HeaH STHI & 91 DRDO & dgd
Ul B! WieR e, e v wwf-aa i sitad Tam RRARE @ & Ffo 3 aeem

fear gl
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Visible improvements across processes — from procurement and project management to
industry engagement — had made systems faster, easier, and more reliable, he said.

I a1 fob UFpATaN § — g, URESHT Tt 9 ) e Y M 7% — TR
FURY 7 yonferdl & A, S, 3R ift faga-ia s mn g1

Calling upon the DRDO to remain aligned with the rapidly evolving global technological
landscape, Mr. Singh urged the organisation to continue focusing on innovation, deep tech,
and next generation technologies.

ot A gedd Afye N TR & 3T 79 367 &1 AEH $d gU A Rig s d
AR, S ¥®, 3R 3rTelt Wit &t Menfifeal R R @ Hied w3 & Sl
Emphasising the need for continuous learning and development, he said technology
scanning, capability assessment, and future readiness were essential to ensure India
remains prepared for emerging warfare domains.

AR e SR faery & smaxgeal R SR ¢d U 35 del [ Wrenfiret b=, &man
THEH, 3R UiasT B aUrRt IWRd g & & I YR &1 IRl JHd e & forg
TS g

During the visit, Samir V. Kamat, Chairman of the DRDO, briefed the Minister on the
organisation’s achievements in 2025, ongoing R&D activities, and reforms planned for
2026.

GR & ERM, DRDO & 3rwel TR &t H1ia 3 130 &1 TiTe- &t 2025 &) Iuafsrdy, g I
YT Ud faery nfafafRml, ik 2026 & forg fHaifoa gt & aR & et
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